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Photography Layouts in Shibai 1o Kinema (Stage and Screen) Magazine:
Theatrical Images Reproduced on Magazine Spreads

YAMAMOTO, Aya

This paper analyses the layout design of the monthly pictorial magazine Shibai To Kinema
(Stage and Screen) and examines how the editorial of this magazine functioned as the experiment
on magazine layout design. The magazine was published by the major newspaper company Osaka
Mainichi Shimbunsha between 1924 and 1929 when pictorial magazines were on the rise. It
mainly consisted of pictorial pages which covered plays of the month and forthcoming films. The
format was bigger compared to conventional theatre magazines, and multiple printing techniques
were used such as multicolour offset printing, copperplate printing, and photogravure printing.

The spreads printed in copperplate printing and photogravure printing are the subject of the
analysis. Kitao Ryonosuke (1884-1970) oversaw its layout. The layout principles in Shibai To
Kinema are asymmetry, non-alignment, and strong contrast within a spread and a volume. Its
layout design changed through the years. More functional layouts were developed, and the
contrast in design was enhanced. Some layout patterns were developed for theatre reports and they
aimed to recreate dramatic space in magazine spreads. Its layout design influenced the layout of

other entertainment magazines.
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