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“Japan Khit” (The Days of Japanese Occupation in Burma)
for Burmese Writers

MOE AREDT
MINAMIDA Midori

Abstract:

Burmese Writers passed so called “Japan Khit” (1942-45, the literally meaning is ‘the Japanese
days’) in several ways. Although few went abroad and joined anti-Fascist activity, most of them
stayed in their mother country. While some of them continued writing and publishing, the others
put down their pens. Furthermore some took part in the organizations established by Japan and
the others did not take part in them at all.

In this paper two lists are presented. The List I is in principal the roster of Burmese writers
who wrote books or articles in “Writer”, the periodical magazine for Burmese Writers’ Association
in this period. The List II is the catalogue of books published in this period.

The List I also involves those who took part in the Writers’ Association and cultural activities
in the public organizations or those who operated publishing and printing businesses. The
personal histories of some writers are unknown still now. There is a possibility that they used
unknown pen names. Such pen names are frequently found in “Writer” [Minamida 2011a].

In addition the List I makes no mention of their Anti-Fascist activities. Any more research
might well be needed except [Minamida 1987] [Minamida 1994]. It should be left as the task

hereafter.

Keywords : Japanese Military Occupation, Burmese literature, a Who’s Who, writers, publication
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