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The Research on Welfare Living Environment of Elderly Japanese People from China
and Elderly Chinese People in Japan

Abstract:

This research studied the welfare living environment of elderly Japanese people from China and elderly Chinese
people in Japan. The welfare living environment is defined as "home environment, neighborhood environment,
social environment and care environment". Throughout interview and field survey, the actual conditions of their
home environment, neighborhood environment, social environment were clarified. In addition, by the mail
questionnaire to the day-service-centers that can provide Chinese service in Japan, the nationwide conditions of
operation and use were grasped. Furthermore, through behavioral observation surveys at one day-service-center for
Chinese people in Japan, and one day-service-center for Japanese people, the users’ behavioral difference, daily life
flew, and the spatial characteristics were compared and architectural planning about nursing care facilities for the
Chinese elderly were obtained. The results are as follows.

1. Home environment, social environment, neighborhood environment

(1) All the research subjects came to Japan after 1980, and most of them relocated several times after coming to
Japan, and the relocations brought them environment changes. Before coming to Japan, many of them were farmers
with low economical and low education levels. Due to the low education level and the old age, many of them cannot
speak Japanese and half of them had no jobs in Japan, some had part time jobs in factories.

(2) As for the home environment, most of them live in small public housing such as municipal and prefectural
housing without barrier-free. Their home lifestyle can be divided into 3 types. The most dissatisfied point about the
housing environment was "no barrier-free".

(3) As for the social environment, most of them have no friends and they nearly did not participate in social
activities in Japan. Based the number of dimension and types of social relations, their social degrees are divided into
4 types and most of them are weak and somewhat weak. Most of them lived a very isolated life in Japan.

(4) As for the neighborhood environment, based on the frequency of going out and the variety of behaviors in
neighborhood, their lifestyles in neighborhood are divided into 4 types and most of them are passive and somewhat
passive types. Their lifestyles in neighborhood have strong relationship with their social degree.

2. Care environment

(1) From the mail questionnaire survey, most of the day-service-centers can support Chinese language service
were set up after 2010, and the operating body is profit-making corporation. Most of them have a capacity of 11 to
20 users per day and have less than 2 staff that can speak Chinese including full-time and part-time. Most of the day-
service-centers were reformed from other buildings and have less than 100 m? total floor area. The language
problems, problems of different lifestyle and problems of different cultural background and values are the main
problems between cross-cultural care.

(2) From the behavior observation survey, the recreation behaviors of Chinese users are different form Japanese
users. No matter types or total time of creation behaviors of Chinese users are more than Japanese users. As for the
behaviors between users and staff, the Chinese users play Mahjong, table tennis, Karaoke, and card games with staff.
However, except for watching TV together, there are no creation behaviors between Japanese users and staff. In
addition, Chinese users spend the most time at Mahjong table, Japanese users spend the most time at self-own table.
Most of Chinses users’ behavior scenes are group scenes, but Japanese users are individual scene. So, it is necessary

to consider the above difference in designing and planning of day-service-centers for Chinese people in Japan.

Key words: Elderly Japanese People from China, Elderly Chinese People in Japan, Welfare living environment,

Home environment, Social environment, Neighborhood environment, Care environment
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