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Movement for Cultural and Community Developmént Examined

from the Perspective of Out-of-school Education

FUKUSHIMA Jun

This paper is a study of a movement for cultural and community development. As a case study, the paper
focuses on the Oyako Gekijo Kodomo Gekijo Undoh (providing enjoyment of theatrical performances and
encouraging participation in community development activities for children and parents) as a representative example
of such a movement. Gekijo Undoh has allowed a large number of young people and children to enjoy various forms
of theatrical performances and community activities and achieved great educational results.

In the context of research on out-of-school education, this movement has been analyzed only insufficiently
in the past. Some limited research is available, but there have been no studies discussing its educational value and
effect on individual life and community development.

In this study, I conducted a participatory research of Gekijo Undoh and interviewed many people who are
involved in the movement focusing particularly on its educational implications for parents, young people and
children. Among parents, I found out four types of participation: taking the leadership role, accompanying children,
offering support and cooperation, and enjoying activities themselves. These four types are different from each other,
and gain different educational values from the movement. There are different patterns in the preference of Gakijo
Undoh activities among young people and children in terms of their age; younger children tend to enjoy theatrical
performances while older children tend to enjoy community activities. However, for all age groups, cultivation of
better human relationship is regarded as the most important factor behind their voluntary participation in the Gekijo
Undoh. I believe that this is the most significant feature of this movement that indicates the potentiality of developing

a selective community based on cultural activities.
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