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A B S T R A C T   

This is the report clarifying the orientation dependence of the wear behavior of Co–Cr–Mo alloy. The wear 
resistance of the Co–Cr–Mo alloy with face-centered cubic (fcc) structure was found to be higher on the planes in 
order of {110}, {001} and {111}. Quantitatively, the wear resistance on {110} is 1.5 times larger than that on 
{111}. The tendency showed in coincident with the orientation dependence of the surface hardness, as empir-
ically suggested. However, we additionally found in the observation of the worn surface in the fcc-single crystals 
that the volume fraction of the hexagonal close-packed (hcp)-phase, which was formed as the strain-induced 
martensite during the wear test, was larger in the same order of the wear resistance. The variation in forma-
tion frequency of the hcp-phase during the wear test can be explained by focusing on the Schmid factor along the 
resultant direction of the applied stress and the friction stress. On the {111} surface where the Schmid factor for 
the strain-induced ε-martensite formation is small, homogeneous deformation microstructure covered by it was 
not developed even after long-time wear, resulting in lower wear resistance. The results strongly suggest that not 
only the hardness, but the distribution of the ε-martensite is important to control the wear behavior of the Co–Cr 
alloys with the extremely low stacking fault energy, and it can be achieved by the crystal orientation control in 
the γ-phase.   

1. Introduction 

Co–Cr–Mo alloys have been widely applied as heat-resistance ma-
terials. In addition, its Ni-free alloys are particularly used for surgical 
implants owing to their high strength, high corrosion resistance, and 
modest biocompatibility [1–3]. Especially, owing to its superior wear 
behavior, the Co–Cr–Mo alloys are widely used in hip and knee hip joint 
prostheses. In these applications, in which sliding between surfaces 
occurs, the control or minimization of wear degradation is essentially 
required, since the interactions of metal particles and ions with cells, as a 
result of the prolonged wear, are mostly harmful for patients [4,5]. In 
fact, in the clinical practice, debris with the same chemical composition 
of the prosthesis have been detected in the synovial fluid and capsule, in 

liver and kidneys of patients leading to cases of inflammation, metal-
losis, pseudotumors and consequent prostheses failure [6–8]. To reduce 
wear, Co–Cr–Mo alloys are often used as a combination with the ultra-
high molecular weight polyethylene (UHMWPE) [9]. The wear co-
efficients of Co–Cr–Mo alloys are among the lowest when sliding against 
UHMPWE counterfaces. However, for the further improvement of wear 
properties, fundamental understanding of the wear properties of the 
Co–Cr–Mo alloy itself is essentially required for its control. 

There are many reports on the mechanical properties (deformation 
behavior [10–16], wear behavior [17–26] etc.) of Co–Cr–Mo alloys in 
the polycrystalline form. However, fundamental knowledge on the effect 
of the crystal structure and orientation on the mechanical properties of 
Co–Cr–Mo alloys is needed in order to provide new strategies to improve 
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those properties. Thus in last year’s our group is studying Co–Cr–Mo 
single crystals [27,28]. The cast Co–Cr–Mo alloys are usually composed 
of an fcc-phase [2], although the fcc-phase is the stable phase at 
high-temperature [29]. When the stress was applied to the fcc-phase 
alloy at room temperature, the plastic deformation predominately pro-
ceeds by a strain-induced martensitic transformation (SIM) from the 
γ(fcc)-phase to the ε(hcp)-phase which is the low-temperature stable 
phase. We recently clarified that the plastic deformation behavior of the 
Co–Cr–Mo alloys shows the strong orientation dependence, and the 
variation is more enhanced by the control of the microstructure [27]. 
Such variation in deformation behavior with loading orientation is ex-
pected to affect the wear behavior also, but there is no report on it until 
now. Furthermore, there are few studies to clarify the crystal orientation 
dependence of wear behavior using the single crystal, not only in 
Co–Cr–Mo alloys but also in other metallic materials [30–33]. Thus, to 
obtain the information on this is important. 

In addition, we have recently proposed the development of “single- 
crystal implant materials” in β-Ti alloys [34–38], which allows the su-
perior characteristics of metallic biomaterials to be fully attained by 
controlling the crystal orientation. It is strongly expected that a similar 
strategy must be applicable to Co–Cr–Mo alloys. Thus, the study of single 
crystals is essential to further development of Co–Cr–Mo alloys for 
biomedical implant applications. 

According to these backgrounds, orientation dependence of the wear 
behavior of the Co–Cr–Mo alloys was examined in this study. The con-
trolling factors that affect the orientation dependence of the wear 
behavior are discussed. 

2. Experimental procedure 

A mother ingot with a composition of Co–27Cr–6Mo (wt.%), as 
defined by ASTM F75-18, was supplied by Teijin Nakashima Medical Co. 
Ltd., Japan. Using the mother ingot, single crystals were grown by the 
Bridgman method at a growth rate of 5 mm/h in an Ar atmosphere in an 
Al2O3 crucible, as shown in Fig. 1. The alloy compositions (mass%) in 
the mother ingot and obtained single crystal were measured, and the 
results were listed in Table 1. The alloy composition showed almost no 
change before and after the single crystalline growth. Only the amount 
of Al was slightly increased, which is owing to the reaction with Al2O3 
crucible [27]. 

By the X-ray Laue back diffraction method, the successive growth of 
γ-phase single crystals was confirmed. The detailed feature for the 
preparation method and the microstructure in the single crystal are 
referred to in our previous paper [27]. As a notable feature of the 
microstructure, Fig. 2(a) shows the bright field image observed by the 
transmission electron microscopy (TEM, JEOL JEM-3010), and Fig. 2(b, 
c) show the crystal orientation maps taken by the electron back-scatter 
diffraction pattern analysis in the scanning electron microscopy 
(SEM-EBSD, SEM: JEOL JSM-6500F, EBSD: TSL solutions) in the ob-
tained single crystal for γ(fcc) and ε(hcp)-phases, respectively. As re-
ported in Ref. [27], the obtained single crystal contains small amount of 
thin stacking-fault-like ε-phases only on the specific one of four {111} 
planes, different from the feature generally observed in the annealed 
polycrystals as described later in details. We define the plane on which 

thin stacking-fault-like ε-phases exist as the (111) plane in the obtained 
single crystal. No other precipitates such as Al2O3 and σ-phase were 
observed in the single crystal. The details of the microstructure were 
previously reported in Ref. [27]. 

Prior to the wear test, orientation dependence of the Vickers hard-
ness was examined to discuss the relation between the hardness and 
wear behavior. The hardness tests were conducted on the (001), (110) 
and (111) planes at a load of 500 gf. 

The wear behavior of the Co–Cr–Mo alloy single crystal was evalu-
ated by the conventional pin-on-disc type wear test (Rhesca FPR2100, 
Japan). From the obtained single crystal, the pins with the diameter of 2 
mm and the length of 7 mm were cut out by the electro-discharge 
machining (EDM). Three different loading orientations were selected 
in the preparation of single crystalline pins, as the longitudinal direction 
of the pin is aligned parallel to [001], [110] and [111] within an error of 
1◦, and the orientation dependence of the wear behavior was examined. 
As the counterbody of single crystalline pin, the disc specimen with a 
diameter of 20 mm and 4 mm in thickness was prepared using the cast 
Co–Cr–Mo alloy polycrystalline ingot by EDM. By the X-ray diffraction 
analysis, it was confirmed that the cast Co–Cr–Mo alloy was mainly 
composed of γ-phase, but ε-phases was also present with a fraction of 
~30%. No other precipitates were observed in the cast alloy. Further, by 
the SEM-EBSD analysis, the average grain size of the γ-matrix phase in 
the polycrystalline disc was evaluated to be ~800 μm, and no significant 
texture was developed in it. 

In addition, some pins with [111] loading orientation were heat- 
treatment at 800 ◦C for 40 h prior to the wear test to transform the 
crystal structure from γ to ε, and the influence of the variation in crystal 
structure to the wear behavior was also examined. The surface of the 
specimen was mechanically polished with emery paper and final pol-
ishing was conducted used by the colloidal silica to ensure the surface 
roughness, Ra, smaller than 0.05 μm. The ε-SIM formation during the 
preparing and polishing processes of the specimens were prevented by 
the careful treatment, and no introduction of ε-SIM was confirmed by 
the surface observation before the test. 

The wear test was conducted in a dry condition; the humidity and 
temperature were kept at 30% and 20 ◦C during the test. The applied 
load for the pin was 9.8 N. The pin was set at the position of 8 mm from 
the center of the disc, and the disc was rotated at 24 rpm, resulting in a 
relative sliding speed of 20 mm/s. Note that in the determination of the 
crystal orientation of the single crystalline pins, not only the parallel 
direction (loading orientation) of the pin, crystal orientations of two 
other perpendicular directions with respect to the loading direction, one 
of which is always parallel to [110], were determined and marked. 
Then, by setting the [110] parallel to the tangent direction of the wear 
circle, the shear direction of the pin with respect to the disc was 
commonly set to be parallel to [110] in all the specimens investigated. 
The single crystalline pin was fixed by sandwiching with two screws in 
the holder to precisely locking the crystal orientation in the tests. The 
wear test lasted for 1 week; the total wear sliding distance is ~12.15 km. 
Variations in masses of the pin and disk during the test were measured 
every 6 h using an electronic balance, and by comparing them with the 
initial masses, the wear mass loss was evaluated. Then, the wear volume 
was evaluated by dividing the wear mass loss value by the alloy density 
(8.40 g/cm3). The variations in coefficient of friction during the test was 
evaluated by dividing the measured friction stress by the applied load 
(9.8 N). The wear test was conducted twice at each condition, to check 
the reproductivity of the result. 

After the test, the worn surface and wear debris were examined in the 
SEM to assist the analysis of wear mechanisms. The variations in surface 
roughness on the pin and disk after the test were evaluated via the 
observation using laser microscope. In addition, the variation in 
microstructure with crystal orientation induced by the wear test was 
examined by SEM-EBSD and TEM. 

Fig. 1. Appearance of the Co–Cr–Mo single crystal grown by the Bridg-
man method. 
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3. Results 

Fig. 3 shows the relation between the wear volume of the single 
crystalline Co–Cr–Mo pin and the sliding distance in the wear tests, as a 
function of loading orientation and heat-treatment. The wear volume 
monotonically increased with the sliding distance in all the tested 
specimens, but the detailed behavior was slightly different in them. The 
wear volume was almost proportionally increased with the sliding 

distance throughout the test in (001) and (111) specimens, while the 
wear rate was slightly deceased at the latter period of the wear test in the 
(110) specimen. In addition, the absolute value of the wear volume 
measured by the 1 week of wear test showed significant differences 
depending on the loading orientation. The wear volume was higher for 
the specimens whose wear plane was parallel to (111), followed by the 
(001) and (110), respectively. Surprisingly, the wear volume of (110) 
specimen was more than 30% smaller than that observed in the (111) 
specimen, even if they have completely the same composition. 

In addition, the heat-treatment drastically influenced the wear 
resistance. Even though the wear volume of the (111) specimen was the 
largest in the as-grown condition, the value became less than half by the 
heat-treatment at 800 ◦C for 40 h, and then the wear volume showed a 
more than 30% smaller value than that at (110) measured in the as- 
grown state. 

Fig. 4 shows the variations in the wear volume of the polycrystalline 
Co–Cr–Mo disk as the counterbody of the single crystalline pin during 
the wear test. The order of the amount of wear volume of the disk 
showed the opposite trend compared to that of the single crystalline pin 
shown in Fig. 3, although the difference was small in case that the pins 
are the γ-phase single crystal. 

To clarify the origin for the variation in wear volume with crystal 
orientation, controlling mechanism of the wear behavior in the 
Co–Cr–Mo single crystal was examined. Fig. 5 presents the SEM images 
showing the appearance of the surface of the pins after the wear test for 1 
week. The worn surfaces showed the typical characteristics of abrasive 
wear and adhesive wear, indicated by the presence of significant grooves 
and small damages by third-body abrasive particles in all the specimens, 
and no significant difference depending on the crystal orientation was 
confirmed. The grooves were introduced homogeneously in the entire 
specimen surface with the average depth of 2–3 μm and with the width 

Table 1 
The alloy compositions (mass%) in the mother ingot and obtained single crystal.   

Chemical composition (mass%) 

Cr Mo N Ni Fe Al C Si Co 

ASTM F75-18 27.00–30.00 5.00–7.00 <0.25 <0.50 <0.75 <0.10 <0.35 <1.00 Bal. 
Mother ingot 27.13 5.87 0.04 0.03 0.10 <0.001 0.01 0.57 Bal. 
Single crystal 27.10 5.67 0.03 0.03 0.06 0.18 0.034 0.58 Bal.  

Fig. 2. Microstructure in the obtained Co–Cr–Mo single crystal. (a) TEM bright field image observed along [101]. (b, c) Crystal orientation maps taken by SEM-EBSD 
for (b) γ(fcc)-phase and (c) ε(hcp)-phase, measured along [121]γ. 

Fig. 3. Variations in wear volume of the single crystalline Co–Cr–Mo pin during 
the wear test, as a function of loading orientation and heat-treatment. 
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of 15–20 μm in all the specimens. The geometry of the shape of groove 
was carefully examined by using laser microscopy, but the crystallo-
graphic relationship with respect to its shape, i.e. formation of faceted 
surface along a specific crystallographic plane on the surface of the 
groove was not confirmed. 

Fig. 6 shows the quantitative evaluation results of the surface 
roughness on the worn pin and disk. No significant difference in surface 
roughness was confirmed in the γ-phase single crystalline pins; Ra of 
~0.5 μm was measured in the specimens. The surface roughness was 
larger than that measured on the worn disk (Ra = ~0.4 μm), demon-
strating that deeper grooves were formed on the pin by the abrasive 
wear in the γ-phase single crystals. On the other hand, in the annealed 
(111) pin, i.e. the pin is composed of ε-phase as proved later, the surface 
roughness on the pin was smaller than that on the disk. 

Fig. 7 shows the variation in specific wear rate, ω, as a function of 
sliding distance during the wear test. The value of ω was evaluated from 
the data shown in Fig. 3 by the following equation: 

ω=
W1 − W2

P⋅L⋅ρ (1)  

where, W1 and W2 are the weight of the pin before and after the wear 
test, P the applied load, L the sliding distance, ρ the density of the 
Co–Cr–Mo single crystal. Thus, ω indicates the variation in wear volume 
per unit sliding distance and load during the wear test. Although the ω 
value showed a slight orientation dependence, the values all existed in 
the range between 10− 7 and 10− 8 throughout the wear test. It has been 
reported that the value of specific wear rate varies depending on the 
wear mechanism [20,39]. The obtained ω value in this study is similar to 
that reported by Kumagai et al. in a forged Co–Co–Mo alloy, in which 

Fig. 4. Variations in the wear volume of the polycrystalline Co–Cr–Mo disk as 
the counterbody of the single crystalline pin shown in Fig. 3, during the 
wear test. 

Fig. 5. Surface morphologies of the single crystalline pins after the wear test. Surface normal is parallel to (a) [001], (b) [110] and (c) [111], respectively. (d) [111] 
specimen annealed at 800 ◦C for 40 h prior to the wear test. 

Fig. 6. Surface roughness on the worn single crystalline pins and poly-
crystalline disks after the wear test. 
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both an abrasive wear and adhesive wear occurred [20]. Combined with 
the observation results of the worn surface shown in Fig. 5, it is sug-
gested that the wear of the Co–Cr–Mo single crystals predominately 
occurred by the abrasive wear mechanism independent of the crystal 
orientation and heat treatment, and no significant change in wear 
mechanism occurred during the wear test conducted. That is, the 
experimental results demonstrate that although the absolute value of 
wear volume was largely varied, the wear mechanism itself does not 
vary depending on the crystal orientation and heat treatment. 

Fig. 8 shows the variation in coefficient of friction measured during 
the wear test. The coefficient of friction showed an almost constant 
value of 0.44–0.46 in all the specimens throughout the test. This result 
also suggests that the same wear mechanism governs the wear behavior 
of the Co–Cr–Mo single crystals independent of the crystal orientation. 

It is empirically suggested that the wear resistance is related to the 
surface hardness of the material, and the following relationship is pro-
posed [40,41]. 

V =K⋅
P
H

⋅L (2)  

where V is the wear volume, P the applied load, H the hardness, L the 
sliding distance, and K the constant. To clarify the origin of the orien-
tation dependence of the wear behavior of the Co–Cr–Mo single crystal, 
the orientation dependence of the hardness was examined by the Vickers 
hardness, as the result is shown in Fig. 9(a). As well as the wear volume, 
the hardness showed a significant orientation relationship, and it 
showed higher values in order of (111) < (100) < (110) in the as-grown 
crystal. In addition, the hardness was largely increased by the heat 
treatment, and the hardness of the annealed (111) crystal was higher 
compared to all of the as-grown crystals. Fig. 9(b) presents the relation 
between the wear volume and the inverse of the Vickers hardness ob-
tained in the single crystals. The increase in hardness, i.e. the decrease of 
the inverse of the hardness, decreased the wear volume, demonstrating 
that the “empirical low” is applicable also for the single crystal. How-
ever, it is to note that their relations are slightly deviated from the 
proportional relationship anticipated by equ. (2). This suggests that 
although the surface hardness is indeed one of the important factors 
which control the wear behavior of the Co–Cr–Mo crystal, other factors 
which affect the orientation dependence of wear behavior must exist. 
The details on this is discussed in section 4.2. 

As shown in Fig. 9(a), the hardness was largely increased by the heat- 
treatment. To clarify the detailed reason of this, the variation in 

Fig. 7. Variation in the specific wear rate, ω, as a function of sliding distance 
during the wear test. 

Fig. 8. Variation in coefficient of friction, μ, as a function of sliding distance 
during the wear test. 

Fig. 9. (a) Orientation dependence of the hardness in the Co–Cr–Mo single 
crystal measured by the Vickers hardness test. (b) Relation between the wear 
volume and the inverse of the hardness. 
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microstructure was examined by the SEM-EBSD analysis. Fig. 10(a, b) 
show the crystal orientation maps taken in the heat-treated crystal. As 
shown in Fig. 2 and the details are examined in the previous study [27], 
the as-grown crystal by the Bridgman method was predominately 
composed of γ-phase with the fcc structure, but small amount of ε-phase 
with the hcp structure was contained. It is well known that the precip-
itated ε-phase often exhibits a strict crystal orientation relationship with 
respect to the γ-matrix-phase as follows: 

{111}γ

//
(0001)ε, < 110>γ

//
< 1120>ε (3) 

Thus, four variant orientation relationships of (0001)//(111), (111), 
(111) or (111) are geometrically considered for the precipitation of 
ε-phase; hereafter these variants are called ε1, ε2, ε3 and ε4, respectively. 
In the obtained single crystal, however, most of the ε-phase existed only 
on the plane parallel to (111), i.e., on the specific one of four {111} 
planes with a plate-like shape, as shown in Fig. 2. This is considered to be 
due to the relaxation of residual stress during the crystal growth process 
[27]. 

By the heat treatment of the single crystal, almost all of the γ-phases 
were transformed to ε-phase as shown in Fig. 10(b). Precipitation of 
other phases during the heat-treatment was not observed. Many of the 
formed ε-phases roughly satisfied the abovementioned crystal orienta-
tion relationship although large degree of deviation was observed in 
most cases, which can be understood by the comparison of the pole 
figures of {111}γ and (0001)ε as shown in Fig. 10(c). It must be 
emphasized here that as a notably different feature of the ε-phases 
compared to those in the as-grown crystal, four variants of ε-phases, i.e. 
the ε-phases in which (0001) is nearly parallel to (111), (111), (111) or 
(111) were formed with an almost the same frequency in the annealed 
crystal. The shape of the ε-phase grains was not the plate-like but 
showed an indeterminate round shape. On the deformation mechanism 
of the ε-phase, we recently examined it by using the single crystal [28]. 
As a result, it was clarified that the (0001) basal slip and {1010} prism 
slip are the predominate operative deformation modes. Their critical 
resolved shear stresses (CRSS) were estimated to be ~204 MPa for the 
basal slip and ~272 MPa for the prism slip, respectively. These values 
are much higher than that for {111}<112> slip which is the 

predominate deformation mode in the γ-phase (~54 MPa [27]). This 
large increase in CRSS by the phase transformation from the γ-phase to 
ε-phase must be the reason for the large increase in the hardness of the 
Co–Cr–Mo alloy by the heat-treatment, resulting in the increase in the 
wear resistance. 

As shown in Fig. 6, the surface roughness on the worn pin was larger 
than that measured on the disk in the γ-phase. Since the disk contained 
~30% of harder ε-phase, the γ-phase single crystalline pins were pre-
dominately reduced with respect to the disk during the wear test, as 
shown in Figs. 3 and 4. On the other hand, in the annealed (111) pin 
which is fully composed of ε-phase, the surface roughness on the worn 
pin was smaller than that on the disk. 

The present results obviously demonstrate that the heat-treatment at 
800 ◦C is suitable for improving the wear resistance via the fully phase 
transformation from γ-phase to ε-phase. However, the crystal orienta-
tion dependence of the wear behavior of the annealed specimen has not 
been clarified yet in the present state. As shown in Fig. 10, weak texture 
by hcp ε-phase is developed in the annealed specimen. Thus, the texture 
in the annealed specimen may be varied depending on the crystal 
orientation of the initial γ-phase, and it might affect the wear behavior. 
However, the details are not known yet. To clarify the orientation 
dependence of the wear behavior of hcp ε-phase is the next challenge by 
using the single crystal that we recently succeeded to fabricate [28]. 

4. Discussion 

4.1. Origin of the orientation dependence of the hardness in the 
Co–Cr–Mo single crystal 

To discuss the origin of the orientation dependence of the hardness, 
the relation between the Taylor factor is proposed by some researchers 
[42–44]. Formation of Vickers indentation requires the 
three-dimensional deformation of the material. To accomplish this, the 
satisfaction of Von Mises criterion is required, i.e. five independent slip 
systems are required for a material to undergo an arbitrarily imposed 
deformation. As a factor to evaluate the ease of such three-dimensional 
deformation, Taylor factor is proposed. The Taylor factor, M, is the co-
efficient to express the relation between the macroscopic stress σ and 

Fig. 10. (a, b) Crystal orientation maps taken in the heat-treated crystal at 800 ◦C for 40 h, for (a) fcc γ-phase and (b) hcp ε-phase. (c) {111} and (0001) pole figures 
measured at the positions A-E indicated in Fig. 10(a, b). 
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average microscopic shear stress τ in the deformation of a material 
(polycrystal), as follows 

σ =M⋅τ and τ =

∑
τsdγs∑
dγs

(4)  

where dγs is the magnitude of the shear strain increment for slip system 
(deformation mode) s, and τs is the critical resolved shear stress for the 
deformation mode. Based on this relation (4), in a single crystal in which 
multiple slip systems are activated, the Taylor factor M can be defined as 
follows: 

M =

∑5

s=1
dγs

dε (5)  

where ε is the magnitude of the imposed strain increment [42,45]. The 
combination of five slip systems in the calculation is decided by solving 
for minimum value of M. From these expressions, it can be understood 
that the inverse of the M corresponds to a shear weighed average of the 
Schmid factors for multiple slip systems. The details of the evaluation 
method of the Taylor factor in a single crystal are described in Ref. [46]. 
The Taylor factor varies with the loading orientation in a single crystal, 
since the number of operative slip system and their Schmid factors vary 
depending on the loading axis. At the present state, however, the details 
on the orientation dependence of the Taylor factor in the Co–Cr–Mo 
single crystal has not been reported until now, since the predominately 
operative slip system in the γ Co–Cr–Mo alloy is not the {111}<101>
slip as observed in general fcc crystals, but the {111}<112> slip is 
operative [27]. It has been reported that the motion of the <112>
dislocation exhibit the asymmetry in tension and compression, since the 
formation of stacking fault accompanies behind the a/6<112> dislo-
cation, and then it induces the development of ε-SIM [27,47]. Thus, the 
precise Taylor factor taking such asymmetry of the motion of <112>
dislocation into consideration has not been evaluated yet. However, the 
variation tendency of the Taylor factor with loading orientation can be 
roughly anticipated by considering the Schmid factor of the operative 
{111}<112> slip. Table 2 shows the Schmid factors at the [001], [110] 
and [111] loading orientations for the twelve {111}<112> slip systems 
in which the asymmetric motion of them is also taken into consideration. 
The superscripts t and c indicate that they can be operative under tensile 
and compressive stress, respectively. It can be understood that in the 
compressive deformation along [111], six slip systems can be operative. 
While in deformation along [001] and [110], only four slip systems can 

be operative in compression, as schematically shown in Fig. 11. As 
described above, operation of five independent slip systems are required 
for the three-dimensional deformation in the Von Mises criterion. Thus, 
the Taylor factor at [111] orientation is expected to be lower than those 
at [001] and [110] orientations, and this may be related to the reason 
that the hardness on (001) and (110) is higher than that on (111). In 
addition, when compared the absolute value of the Schmid factor on 
(001) and (110), the average value is smaller on (110) than (001). Such 
differences in the number of operative deformation mode and their 
Schmid factors depending on the loading orientation must be related to 
the variation in hardness. More study using the computational simula-
tion is required to discuss the further details on this. 

4.2. Formation of ε-SIM that affects the orientation dependence of the 
wear behavior 

It was found in this study that the wear behavior of the Co–Cr–Mo 
single crystal shows relatively strong orientation dependence; the wear 
resistance is higher in order of (110) > (001) > (111). One of the reasons 
for this behavior is that the hardness shows the orientation dependence 
with the same tendency as that of the wear resistance, as clarified in 
Fig. 9(b). In addition to this, we found that the developing feature of the 
deformation microstructure during the wear test was different depend-
ing on the loading orientation. In this section, the origin of the orien-
tation dependence of the wear behavior of the Co–Cr–Mo single crystal is 
further discussed on the basis of the variation in the deformation 
microstructure. 

Fig. 12(a–f) show the crystal orientation maps at the tip of the worn 
pin after the test for 1 week. At the tip of the pin, formation of ε-phases 
driven by the wear deformation was confirmed in all the specimens. 
Among the four variants, the ε1 variant with the interface parallel to 
(111) and parallel to the grown-in variant was significantly developed 
compared to other three variants in all the specimens. This is owing to 
the difficulty of the growth of the other variants beyond the pre-existing 
variants during the development of ε-SIMs, as clarified in a previous 
study in the monotonic compression test [27]. It is to note here that the 
volume fraction of the formed ε1 variant was obviously different 
depending on the loading orientation; the volume fraction was larger in 
order of (110) > (001) > (111). More precisely, the area fraction of 
ε-phase measured by SEM-EBSD at around the region shown in Fig. 12 
was ~98%, ~40% and ~10% in the (110), (001), and (111) pin, 
respectively. Especially in the (110) specimen, the almost entire surface 
was covered by the transformed ε-phase. This was further confirmed by 
the observation used transmission electron microscopy (TEM) as shown 
in Fig. 13. The selected area electron diffraction (SAED) pattern in-
dicates that the surface of the worn specimen was almost entirely 
covered by the ε-phase (Fig. 13(a)), but the volume fraction of the 
ε-phase was drastically decreased at the position ~200 μm away from 
the worn surface (Fig. 13(b)). This demonstrates that the localized 
deformation during the wear test induced the formation of ε-SIM at the 
tip of the worn pin. As shown in Fig. 13(a), in the ε-phase formed at the 
tip part, many amounts of dislocations were introduced by further 
deformation. 

Interestingly, the volume fraction of ε-SIM induced by the wear in 
each specimen shows a strong correlation with the order of wear resis-
tance shown in Fig. 3, i.e. in the specimen with larger volume fraction of 
ε-SIM, the smaller wear volume was measured. As clarified by the wear 
test of the heat-treated single crystal, the formation of ε-phase increases 
the wear resistance owing to its higher hardness. Thus, the formability of 
the strain-induced ε-SIM during the wear test also must affect the 
orientation dependence of the wear resistance of the γ-phase crystal. The 
variation in formability of the ε-SIMs is expected to be anticipated by 
considering their Schmid factor in the wear test. Here, it must be 
mentioned that the stress applied direction in the pin, which affects the 
formation behavior of the ε-SIM, is not simply parallel to the pin during 
the wear test, but it must be along the direction as the summation of the 

Table 2 
Schmid factors for the possible {111}<112> slips (ε-SIM formation) in the 
γ-phase single crystal at [001], [110], and [111] loading orientations. The su-
perscript t and c indicate the ε-SIMs which are expected to form under the tensile 
and compressive deformation, respectively.   

[001] [110] [111] 

(111)a/6[112]  0.471c 0.471t 0.000 

(111)a/6[121]  0.236t 0.236c 0.000 

(111)a/6[211]  0.236t 0.236c 0.000 

(111)a/6[112]  0.471c 0.000 0.157c 

(111)a/6[121]  0.236t 0.000 0.157c 

(111)a/6[211]  0.236t 0.000 0.314t 

(111)a/6[112]  0.471c 0.000 0.157c 

(111)a/6[121]  0.236t 0.000 0.314t 

(111)a/6[211]  0.236t 0.000 0.157c 

(111)a/6[112]  0.471c 0.471t 0.314t 

(111)a/6[121]  0.236t 0.236c 0.157c 

(111)a/6[211]  0.236t 0.236c 0.157c  
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normal loading stress, N, and the friction shear stress generated by wear, 
μN. Here, the coefficient of friction μ was evaluated to be ~0.44–0.46 in 
the present experiment, as shown in Fig. 6. Thus, assuming that μ = 0.45, 
the effective stress direction applied to the pin during the wear test can 
be estimated. Table 3 indicates the Schmid factors for {111}<112> slips 
along the resultant stress direction with the loading stress and the fric-
tion shear stress. Among the slip systems listed in Table 3, the slip on 

(111) is preferentially operative as described above. When compared to 
the largest Schmid factor for the slip on (111), the value was larger in the 
specimens in order of (110) > (001) > (111). This is in good agreement 
with the order of evaluated volume fraction of the formed ε1-variant and 
the wear resistance. 

In Fig. 3, the wear volume was almost proportionally increased with 
the sliding distance throughout the test in (001) and (111) specimens. 

Fig. 11. Schematics showing the operative {111}a/6<112> slip systems for deformations along (a) [001], (b) [110] and (c) [111] in compression.  

Fig. 12. Crystal orientation maps taken at the tip of the worn single crystalline pins after the wear test for 1 week. (a,b) [001], (c,d) [110] and (e,f) [111] specimens. 
Observed direction is roughly close to [110] shear direction in the wear test in all the figures. 
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This feature is similar to that in the previous study used polycrystalline 
Co–Cr–Mo alloys by Saldívar-García and López [48]. On the other hand, 
the wear rate was slightly deceased at the latter period of the wear test in 
the (110) specimen, compared to those in the (111) and (001) speci-
mens. This strongly suggests that the development of ε-SIM on the sur-
face significantly decreases the wear rate at the latter period of the wear 
test in the (110) specimen. Further study is required to clearly establish 
this conclusion. 

Regarding the abrasive wear resistance of the metallic materials, the 
fab-concept is proposed by Zum Gahr [49], where fab is defined as 
follows: 

fab =
Av − (A1 + A2)

Av
(6)  

where Av is the area of a wear groove measured on the cross-section 
through the groove and (A1+A2) are the areas of the materials pushed 
by plastic deformation to the groove edges. From the definition, ideal 
microploughing results in fab = 0 and ideal microcutting in fab = 1 [49]. 
Here, Zum Gahr described that the abrasive wear resistance is affected 
not only by hardness, but it also increased by increasing the capability of 
plastic deformation. And the capability of plastic deformation is influ-
enced by work-hardening, strain distribution, mechanical instability etc. 

[49]. Relating to this point, the material which has low stacking-fault 
energy tends to show lower wear resistance, as it is experimentally 
examined by Schell et al. [50]. They clarified that abrasive wear resis-
tance of pure-Ni shows higher wear resistance than that of Cu–30Ni 
alloy even though they have the same hardness. In them, fab in Ni shows 
smaller value than that in Cu–30Ni. This is because the inhomogeneous 
slip is induced in Cu–30Ni with low stacking fault energy, by the col-
lective and planar motion of dislocations accompanied by the 
wide-distance of dislocation dissociation. This results in the increase in 
fab value and lead to the low wear resistance. This must be applicable to 
this study. The Co–Cr alloy has extremely low stacking fault energy [51], 
and thus the ε-SIM formation is induced during the wear, as confirmed in 
this study. Consequently, homogeneous work-hardening is difficult to 
occur on the surface. As shown in Fig. 12(e, f), the inhomogeneous 
deformation microstructure is typically developed in the (111) pin in 
which the Schmid factor for ε-SIM formation is small, even after 
long-time wear. The inhomogeneity of the strain distribution is expected 
to induce the increase in fab value, resulting in lower wear resistance. On 
the other hand, in the (110) pin, the ε-SIM fully covered the surface 
during the wear test as shown in Fig. 12(c, d). In the (110) pin, further 
deformation of the ε-phase is carried by the dislocation motion, as 
confirmed in Fig. 13(a). Thus, homogeneous work-hardening can occur 
on the surface, resulting in the increase in the wear resistance. The re-
sults strongly suggest that not only the hardness, but the distribution 
control of the ε-SIM is important to control the wear behavior of the 
Co–Cr alloys with the extremely low stacking fault energy, and it can be 
achieved by the crystal orientation control in the γ-phase. 

From the results, further improvement of the wear resistance of the 
Co–Cr–Mo implant alloys is promising via the appropriate control of the 
crystal orientation (texture) and microstructure. This could contribute 
for the increase of the lifetime of Co–Cr–Mo implant alloys as well as 
patient healthcare and comfort. Moreover, the results give important 
information for the design of the novel “single-crystalline” artificial 
joints with much superior properties. 

In this study, the wear test was conducted under the dry condition to 
clarify the intrinsic origin of the orientation dependence of the wear 
behavior. However, for the development of single-crystalline implant, 
the wear behavior under wet conditions, such as under simulated body 
fluids, also must be examined. It is currently being prepared by our 
group. The results will be reported in future. 

5. Conclusions 

In this study, the orientation dependence of the wear behavior of 
Co–Cr–Mo alloy for biomedical application was clarified by using the 
single crystal. The obtained results are summarized as follows. 

Fig. 13. TEM bright field images showing the deformation microstructure in the worn pin with the loading orientation parallel to [110], observed along [110]. The 
observed positions are (a) just beneath the worn surface, (b) ~200 μm away from the worn surface, respectively. 

Table 3 
Schmid factors for the possible {111}<112> slips (ε-SIM formation) in the 
γ-phase single crystal during the wear test, taking the influence of the friction 
stress into consideration.  

Loading orientation [001] [110] [111] 

resultant stress direction [8 8 25]  [11 29 0] [9 31 20] 

(111)a/6[112]  0.391c 0.392t 0.000 

(111)a/6[121]  0.008t 0.461c 0.324c 

(111)a/6[211]  0.383t 0.069t 0.324t 

(111)a/6[112]  0.436c 0.079t 0.124c 

(111)a/6[121]  0.218t 0.304c 0.350c 

(111)a/6[211]  0.218t 0.225t 0.474t 

(111)a/6[112]  0.186c 0.079t 0.002t 

(111)a/6[121]  0.093t 0.304c 0.030t 

(111)a/6[211]  0.093t 0.225t 0.009t 

(111)a/6[112]  0.391c 0.392t 0.262t 

(111)a/6[121]  0.383t 0.461c 0.239c 

(111)a/6[211]  0.008t 0.069t 0.023c  
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(1) The wear resistance of the γ(fcc)-phase shows a strong orientation 
dependence. The wear resistance was higher on the planes in 
order of (110), (001) and (111). Quantitatively, the wear volume 
on (110) was more than 30% smaller than that on (111).  

(2) The phase transformation from fcc to hcp structure induced by 
heat treatment largely increased the wear resistance.  

(3) The variations in wear resistance showed qualitatively in good 
agreement with the variations in Vickers hardness of the 
specimens. 

(4) In addition to the intrinsic orientation dependence of the hard-
ness in the fcc-phase, the formation behavior of the deformation 
induced hcp-phase martensites, which varies depending on the 
loading orientation, strongly affects the wear resistance of the fcc 
Co–Cr–Mo alloy. 
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