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A Conversational Analytic Approach to Remembering in 

Japanese Casual Conversation 

CHIJIIWA Hiroaki 

This study revisits the concept of remembering by using the Conversational Analytic 

method. This study describes that when ending a phrase with Memo,y Words such as 

"Kioku ga Aru" (I have a memory of ... ) and "Oboeteiru" (I remember that...), these words 

are in fact the social resources to present speakers" affiliative attitudes such as agreeing or 

sympathizing with previous talks/speakers in Japanese casual conversation. 

Despite the fact that the concepts of remembrance or recollection have been 

studied since 1970, there is little research in the social functions of mental predicates of 

remembering (such as remember, recall, and recollect) in casual conversations. 

In this study, three characteristics of Memo1y Words are described by providing 

actual excerpts , First, it indicates ends of speakers" stories and by doing so, speakers 

provide slots for responding, Second, stating the existence of memory is not to prove that 

memories exist, but it is rather a method of achieving affiliative attitude. Third, by leaving 

the utterance ambiguous, using Memo1J' Words leaves listeners two choices; that is, a) to 

take speakers" experience as worthy to be affiliative, or b) to take speakers" experience 

as non-compatible experience for affiliation, thus perceiving them just as reports of their 

past experiences. 




