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A Conversational Analysis on the Mental Predicate "Oboeteru? 

(Do You Remember?)" in Japanese Conversation 

CHin!WA Hiroaki 

This study argues that when people ask a question using a Mental Predicate, 

especially in the phrase "[Name] + (tte) oboeteru?（Do you remember[Name]?)", they 

are not asking about the listener's mental state; however, Mental Predicates serve as 

social resources, which do two types of interactional works. 

In this study, two works of [Name]+(tte)oboeteru? are described through 

Conversational Analysis, by giving actual excerpts and by avoiding cognitive/mental 

descriptions. 

The first Type I is used to request confinnation when introducing a new topic, which 

is considered surprising-worthy news, to the floor. In this type, the speaker has news­

worthy information about a person, and expect the listener to have enough background 

knowledge about that person so that he can show his swprise to this infonnation. 

Type II is used to solve troubles of understanding by providing common referential 

person. Furthennore, it helps understanding critical elements regarding the topic. When 

Type II is used, the speaker expects the listener to have certain stand of infonnation about 

the referred person. 

This study suggests that by the usage of mental predicates, especially the predicates 

associated with memory, can be described as actions without using cognitivism-associated 

words. 




