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Repetition and the Speaker's Attitudes in Japanese Conversation: 

Focusing on the Speaker's Negative Attitudes due to Unexpectedness 

KANJAMAPORNKUL Sathida 

This paper aims to analyze the function of "Repetition" in Japanese conversation, 

and in addition, clarify the types of attitudes that the speaker expresses towards the 

partner's utterance by using "Repetition" in an actual conversation. As a result of data 

gathering from Japanese television drama and anime materials, it is revealed that the 

function of "Repetition" is "Emotional Expression". Seemingly, "Repetition" is mostly 

expressed in terms of 4 kinds of functions: "Time-gaining", "Motivation of the partner's 

utterance", "Back-channel (Aizuchi)" and "Explanation/Confirmation Request", but in 

fact the speaker does not have any of these intentions, or if the speaker do have these 

intentions some sorts of "emotions" are also mingled with these intentions and be 

transmitted at the same time. In this paper, "Emotional Expression" in "Repetition" is 

described as an "unexpectedness" which occurs when there is something unexpected and 

the speaker felt a sense of surprise towards the partner's utterance. 

Moreover, "Emotional Expression" in "Repetition" can be divided into 3 types of 

attitudes : "positive attitude", "neutral attitude" and "negative attitude". However, in an 

actual conversation, when the speaker immediately repeated the partner's utterance or 

using "Repetition" instead of other expressions is because he/she feels that there are some 

problems with the partner's utterance which makes the speaker unwilling to accept that 

particular utterance. Hence, the speaker expresses his/her "negative attitude" towards 

that utterance by immediately repeating the partner's utterance. Additionally, according 

to the data, it is clear that "negative attitude" is overwhelmingly prominent and it can 

be concluded that one of the features of "Repetition" are expressing "negative attitude" 

towards the partner's utterance. 




