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The Impossibility of Sentences with Multiple Illocutionary Points 

KOGAME Takuya 

This study aims to examine the conditions for the formation of Japanese sentences 

through a review ofKazuo Oki's linguistic theory and language formation themy. 

Based on the perspective of the speech act theory, Oki believes that the "illocutionmy 

point," which is the purpose ofan utterance, determines the actual formation ofa sentence 

in such a way that, in principle, each sentence should encompass one such illocutionary 

point. However, as sentences with multiple illocutiona,y points, for instance, "My wife 

went to the hospital and my daughter went out to play," do not seem to satisfy this rule 

of "one sentence - one illocutionary point," he also suggests the "breakage of syntactic 

relations" as a necessary supplementary condition for language construction. 

This study seeks to show the validity of a semantic rule based solely on the 

illocutionary point by arguing against the need for "breakage of syntactic relations," even 

within Oki's own framework, through a discussion of compound sentences put forward 

by Oki himself as examples of "sentences with multiple illocutionary points." In addition, 

the study also attempts to define such revision of Oki's argument as a new development 

in the field of theories of language formation. 




