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A Study on ZONZO
Reading Shomonos through the method of philology

TSUTA Kiyoyuki

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the meaning of the word "zonzo" that appears
in a shomono (commentaries written in kana on Chinese classic books) of "Guwen
zhenbao".

In some dictionaries, there are some descriptions such as "appearance that shows
a small collection of things" for this word. However, when looking at the shdmonos
of Huang Tingjian, one of which was the basis of the shémono of "Guwen zhenbao",
and pursuing the process by which this word was chosen, the meaning of this word can
be got clarified. ZONZO in the said sentence is a translation of a Chinese word “shii-
shou”, meaning "sparsely blooming", and should be considered to be an extraordinary
onomatopoeia which is derived from the form of the Chinese word.

This paper is also an introduction to the method of philology, especially how to read

the shdmonos to study the authors' intensions.





