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THER LTRKDORI-
Siam as Japan? Osamu Tezuka’s Appropriation of The King and I1(1956)
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FERREF 1956, Z A DAx & EE~DEBRFF G L-53&, TR
PaTE & SRR RPE 2 R SR 7 IR 72 4 ) = & ) X ABE S L CEIbI
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IRISALERIUCL AV =2 ) XADEREWVWZ D255, LirL, FED
fDVES & LB LA E BT HZ LT, Hx 5 & [ERREFA] BFERRT A
U B DNEERI~OYFEL IpoTB LD, THAER] b7z BAR~OEH]
LHEH 2 BOAER TS Z & AT 5,
F—U—FR:FVxz& Y Xh, [EREF] | FHeR

Abstract

The King and I (1956) has been considered a typical Orientalist movie
contrasting the civilized West and backward East with its prejudiced depiction of
the Siamese people and court. Osamu Tezuka’s manga Kujaku-gai[Peacock Shelll
(1961) seems to appropriate a similar framework which transforms the movie’s
governess narrative into an interracial romance. In it, a Japanese engineer drifts
onto a Siam-like isolated island kingdom where he appoints himself a civilizing
agent and falls in love with the princess thus entering into a conflict with the
superstitious king and his shaman-like adviser. However, compared to Tezuka’s
other mangas, this ‘Japanised’ Orientalist work has another dimension: this island
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is chosen to satirize the island-nation of Japan in the same way that 7he King and
Ioffered a veiled satire of racial inequality in contemporary America.
Keywords: Orientalism, 7he King and I, Osamu Tezuka
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