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Summary

Pitfalls in the Philosophy of Design

— Peter Sloterdijk on “Insulation” and “Foams”

Hitoshi TANAKA

In his lecture on “a cautious Prometheus” in 2008, Bruno Latour defines his con-
cept of design to replace modernist “promethean” concepts such as “construc-
tion”, “building” and “revolution”: Design in Latour’s sense is always “re-design”,
based on the insight that the nature is already designed by humans and there is no
“outside”. Latour calls Sloterdijk “the philosopher of design”, because the latter
reinterpreted Heideggeer’s theory of “Being-in-the-World” as that on the mate-

rial formation of life support system, especially “Air Design”. Latour believes that
Sloterdijk theorizes the contemporary combination of emancipation and attach-
ment. It is true that Sloterdijk developed in Foanzs (2004) theories of “insulation”
and “foams”, formation and co-existence of individual living spaces. However,
Sloterdijk ignores poverty and ecological crisis and only praises the rich and spoil-
ing life in developed countries. He corrects his euphoretic view in a lecture on
“tool for power” in 2006: In modernity, every individual is forced to strive for
more power, but the effort results necessarily in disappointment, while design en-
ables to purchase only “appearance of sovereignty”. I conclude that Sloterdijk is
a philosopher of design in negative sense, because he represents two biases on de-
sign, euphoria and trivialization.
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