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Summary

Generation and Dissolution of ‘Spectators’ in Hananomoto Renga

Kosuke TSUCHIDA

The composition of renga poetry is a collective activity; that is, several poets
compose phrases one after another. Such collectiveness constitutes an essence
of renga. In the middle of the thirteenth century, renga events that were held at
hananomoto, or under a tree of cherry blossoms in full bloom emerged. Hanano-
moto renga is significant from the viewpoint of its collectiveness, for the gathering
invited the participation of ‘spectators’with different statuses.

NIJO Yoshimoto (1320-1388) described that hananomoto renga was organised by
lower-class monks with literary ability and that such an event gathered the ‘yorozu
no mono’, or people from various social classes. Hananomoto renga has the ‘kanjin’
aspect, which is the act of asking for donations to rebuild or repair temples and
shrines. In return for donations, the organiser arranged some performances such
as renga. Therefore, yorozu no mono can be interpreted as ‘spectators’ who enjoy
watching and listening to the progression of renga composition as a show for
kanjin.

Previous studies have supposed that ‘spectators’ were permitted to compose
phrases in hananomoto renga. However, it is thought that the composers were
limited to the poets called ‘hananomoto no koshi, who could spontaneously re-
use words and contents from old waka poetry. The incessantly changing poetic
spectacles through improvisational reconstruction of old poems are characteristic
of the renga under a tree of cherry blossoms; therefore, it is assumed that such an
event could be an exciting performance for spectators.

However, since the first half of the fourteenth century, hananomoto renga had-
fallen into decline because hananomoto poets began to serve the people of high
position who composed and enjoyed renga. Thereby, renga poets in the lower
class acquired the status of ‘renga-shi,’ or professionals of renga. People in the up-
per class often held renga gatherings at their own residences or the temples that
received their patronage. In addition, among these gatherings, renga for ‘horak:’,
that is a prayer for protection through pleasing the divinities, became popular.
Horaku renga is different from kanjin renga in that the former is reserved only for
the event organisers. Additionally, their renzga was composed in a ‘kazsyo’, which is
an exclusive room in their mansions used for a variety of gatherings. As it seems,
in the shift from hananomoto to kaisyo, the enthusiastic ‘spectators’ in a renga per-
formance was dissolved.
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