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The Politics of Empire and Multitude

MAEDA Masaji

As a global capital system, globalization is sweeping modern society because transnational
corporations have expanded beyond the borders of nationstates. In the process of globalization, there
is a tendency to understand the overconcentration of the world as Americanization. And many
people consider America to be an empire.

However, Antonio Negri and Michael Hardt propose a different view. They define Empire as
the new global form of sovereignty which is evolving from global capital. This sovereignty is
composed of a series of national and supranational organisms united under a single logic. As a
result of the progress of Empire, the sovereignty of nationstates has declined. Negri and Hardt
show that Empire is a decentered and deterritorializing apparatus of rule.

Against this Empire, Negri and Hardt define the multitude as a counter-Empire. In their view,
the multitude is a multiplicity and a plane of singularities, an open set of relations. Therefore the
multitude that has the deterritorializing power, sustains Empire and has the force which makes
necessary Empire's destruction at the same time. As a consequence, the multitude will be able to
form the hybrid sovereignty that creates post-modern society.

This paper aims to reconsider Empire and the multitude as defined by Negri and Hardt. Due
to global capital movements, Empire expanded beyond the nationstates. Having thus used up
opportunities to expand in the outside world, Empire had to switch to internal expansion. Empire
is the autonomous movement of global capital, and a biopower which subsumes or controls each
life. Against such biopower, the multitude is a biopolitics, which aims to liberate multifarious life
from the perspective of singularities and differences. Therefore this report explores the relationship
between macro-politics and micro-politics, namely the contradictions between Empire and multitude.

In conclusion, this study considers politics from the point of view of multifarious becoming.

Key Words : Empire. Multitude, Common. Biopower. Biopolitics
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