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Abstract 

 
The decline of urban populations and industries is increasingly becoming an issue in Japan as well as in the United 

States and Europe, and interdisciplinary research on “shrinking cities,” defined as “cities facing an exodus of existing 

residents and businesses in the age of deindustrialization and globalization,” is also flourishing. This paper attempts a 

comparative case study analysis of Cleveland and St. Louis, two American cities in the Snow Belt that experienced 

population and industrial decline before Japanese cities in the postwar era, and where various policy responses are 

anticipated. The research questions are “What policy responses are being taken in shrinking cities, and do political 

institutions have an impact there?” Utilizing official documents, newspaper articles, and memoirs, this project will 

examine the processes of coordination and conflict in which politicians exercise leadership and are influenced by 

political institutions, with a focus on the interaction between actors and institutions. 
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