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Examination through self-sacrifice in moral education
Mayuha Takagi

A self-sacrificial action should be admired because it is a significant action where
one puts others first. Therefore, it is understandable that one would wish to share such
a brave action or to pass on such a wonderful story to younger generations. However,
when such an action is learned as part of moral education, a potential issue may arise
in that. We could unconsciously send children a message that they should put others
before themselves and act self-sacrificingly. Historically, moral education has played a
role as a control against social problems. In such education, emphasizing the message
would make children be self-sacrificingly subject to instructions from others or give
them an idea that they can ask others to act self-sacrificingly. Accordingly, we should
view of moral education as demonstrating the admirableness of someone’s self-
sacrificial action itself, not forcing children to do the action and to claim the action
against others. This study first reflects on the history of moral education to establish
how it has been presented from the perspective of Japan’s prewar and post-war history.
One idea in such moral education is discussed by considering Yowamushi Taro’s
teacher guide, which is taught in the third grade of elementary school.
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