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, Infantile Sexuality and Autoerotism
—Thought on the History of Freud’s Theory of Infantile Sexuality—

SHIBUYA Ryo

In the early twentieth century, S. Freud attempted to theorize on infantile and child sexual-
ity. What implications did this attempt have in history? It is often stated that Freud discovered
infantile sexuality and liberated infantile sexuality from the previous repression. However, it is
also often stated that Freud did not liberate, but repressed more wilily. But, the focus should
not be on whether it is repression or liberation, instead on the manner in which Freud’s theory
of sexuality is related to varied forms of control techniques and the manner in which this rela-
tion changes. I would like to reexamine this relation from the perspective on normality.
Through this reexamination, I would like to clarify the originality of Freud’s theory of infantile
sexuality.



