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LOVE TO MAN,OR MORALITY.

CHAPTER L

THE DUTIES OF RECIPROCITY.

When we look upon the gifts of God to men,
and to nations, we observe a very striking diversity
in the means of happiness which he has hestowed.
One man possesses greater strength than another,
a second is distinguished for personal appearance,
a third for taste, a fourth for imagination, a fifth
for wealth, and thus indefinitely. In this respect,
therefore, men are, in the most striking degree,
unequal.

But in another respect they are all epual, God
having bestowed these gifts upon each one, seve-
rally, as he will; and has given to every one the
right to derive from them all the happiness in his
power, provided he do not so use them as to
interfere with the happiness of his neighbor. In
this respect, therefore, that is, in the right to use
for his own happiness, without injury to his
neighbor, whatever God has given to him, all
men stand on the ground of perfect equality.

(G

And, lastly. Inasmuch as we areall the creatures
of God, and are all equally under his protection,
he who violates the law of reciprocity, not only

does wrong to man, but sins against God.
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