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ANALYSIS OF THE UNIT STRUCTURE USING THE RELATIONAL INSTRUCTION
METHOD
A Case Study

Hiroyuki TANAKA

The purpose of this research was to describe the characteristics of an instructional unit
constructed by an expert teacher using the “Relational Instruction Method” and to represent it
by a unit model. The data was collected by teacher interview and analysis of the unit plan. The
unit was named “Season of Falling Leaves and the Life of People.” It included two subjects and
one special field; science “Season of Failling Leaves” (9.5 hours), social studies “How Farmers
Work” (9.5 hours) and an advanced study (9.5 hours). The class was in the third grade of-
Nishiwaki Elementary School in Kobe. The teacher had 18 years of educational experience and
she was considered an expert teacher. The research was done in October and November of 1986.
The results were as follows;

[Unit Structure]

1. The teacher constructed the unit with the integration type of “Knowledge Relationship”
between the subjects of science and social studies.

2. The teacher constructed the unit with the integration type of “Knowledge Reinforcement”
between the subjects of science and language and between the subjects of science and art.

3. Some lessons in science were related to those in social studies (related periods) and the others
were not (unrelated periods).

[Instructional Sequence]

1. The sequence of experience in this unit was from the direct (First Semester) to the indirect
(Second Semester). The teacher intended to provide the pupils with the direct experience of
observing the features of surrounding trees and of measuring the temperature. Then they
were required to make a model of the tree they observed by retrieving the memory of the
tree with the aid of a sketch book.

2. There was a sequence of gradual cognitive development. The first step was for the pupils
just to memorize the features of trees and the temperature together. Next they were required
to learn the seasonal changes of temperature with the data they collected by themselves. And
the last step was to relate the seasonal changes of trees and those of temperature and to
realize temperature as the main factor of seasonal changes.

3. There was a sequence of curriculum types. In the first semester learning was done by an
activity curriculum. In the second semester subject curriculum was employed and the two
subjects were connected by the relational instruction method. ‘And in the last three periods
of the unit the lessons were designed using an advanced study to integrate the content of the
two subjects.

4. There was a flow of the content from science to social studies. The content of science was
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learned first, then it was related to that of social studies. The teacher intended to provide
the pupils with the direct experience in science and then to relate it to the content of social

studies.

[Unit Element]

L
2.

The overall objective for curriculum integration was set first.

The unit had a core concept for curriculum integration. The core concept of this unit was
seasonal changes.

The unit had a common point of view shared by the two subjects and one special field. The
common point of view was expected to provide the pupils with a framework to aid them to
see the seasonal changes and to relate natural phenomena and social events.

There were two kinds of instructional kit for curriculum integration. One was a tree model
and the other was a season timetable. They were introduced to the learning situation to help
the pupils get a concrete image of seasonal changes and relate natural phenomena to social
events.

By this research some specific ways to construct an integrative unit were discovered. They

seem to be useful for the field of integrated curriculum.



