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Bomori’s view of the social role of temples
Based on group interview survey in the Hokuriku region
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Abstract

While exploring the causes of the decline of Japanese Buddhist temples, the need
for the social role of temples to change with the changing times has been noticed. On
top of that, the viewpoints of Bomori, those who have not yet been fully researched. This
study aims to clarify their perceptions of the management of their temples, the ideal of
Bomori, and the ideal of temples in their communities through group interviews with
Bomori of three Shinshu temples in the Hokuriku region. The result indicates that for
Bomori, Buddhist temples serve as place to connect with others in local communities
and provide a source of comfort for people who are involved.
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