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On the Sense of Incongruity When Perceiving Accent Deviations
from Standard Japanese Language:

In the Case of Four-Mora Nouns

HAN, Heesun
NAMBA, Koji

CHEN, Xi

This study investigated the effect of accent deviation on the degree of the perceived incongruity of four-mora
nouns in standard Japanese on the native speakers of standard Japanese. The results of the experiment showed
that (1) when the pitch is reversed in the first and second morae of a word, there is a greater sense of incongruity
when a “head-high” type is produced for a word that is not originally a “head-high: HLLL (-4)” type. (2) The
incongruity was more significant when the “flat: LHHH (0)” type became the “tail-high: LHHH (-1)” type than
when the “tail-high” type became the “flat” type. (3) Regarding the transformations of accents into the “middle-
high: LHLL (-3)/ LHHL (-2)” type, the results showed that when accents other than the “middle-high” type were
transformed into the “middle-high” type, the listeners felt unnatural. As for the swapping of accents between -2
and -3 of the “middle-high” type, when a word that was originally -3 became -2, it felt unnatural, however, no
effect of accent was observed when a word that was originally -2 became -3. (4) When the first and second morae
were “low-low,” then the sense of incongruity became more significant. (5) The syllable structure of the accent
was related to whether the special mora was included, and the degree of incongruity changed depending on the
position of the special mora within the word. (6) The effect of familiarity on the names of persons and places

varied from word to word. Further study is needed on this point.



