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Preface 
As a aresult of the outbreak of the Covid-19, the border restrictions and 
lockdowns were imposed around the world that severly affected the Study 
Abroad Programs. In order to search for some ways to maintain our students’ 
interaction with the overseas learners and to provide overseas exposure the 
International Affairs Office at School of Letters/Graduate School of Humanities 
(then Graduate School of Letters) started a project that includes semi-academic 
seminar (hybrid) and subsequent publication of proceedings. The international 
seminar was divided into two sessions: special lectures, panel discussion by the 
educators and researchers and students’ presentation with open discussion, 
completely in English without any translation. Almost all the first hand work 
presented in the seminars were revised and published in the form of 
proceedings with ISBN code. The project aimed to provide free space in which 
new ideas could be developed through discussions and intellectual interactions. 
Furthermore, it targeted to contribute to fostering the next generation of 
scholars who would be armed with interdisciplinary knowledge to contribute to 
achieving the sustainability goals.  

Until 2022 four such international seminars could be organized followed by 
proceedings publication. The fourth and recent most seminar was held during 
late October 2022. The success of this project could be surmised by observing 
that the department chose this project as one of the projects for Osaka 
University’s Master Plan 2027. The selection process of the papers from the 
fourth international seminar was changed. To maintain quality of the papers 
presented in the international seminar all the papers must go through double 
blind peer-review process. Furthermore, the revised version of the papers 
presented in the seminar, once again have to pass the peer-review selection 
process.  

The theme of the fourth International seminar was “International Exchange 
in the Age of Society 5.0: An Interdisciplinary Seminar for Young Scholars”. 
One key note and two special lectures on Digital Humanities (DH) and Society 
5.0 were delivered. The keynote is included in this proceedings as “Society 5.0, 
Digital Humanities, and Indology”. The first special lecture was delivered by 
Dr. Nirmala Menon the then Professor and Chair at School of Humanities and 
Social Sciences, Department of English, Indian Institute of Technology Indore 
(India), on the topic “Digital Humanities: Asia and India”. She leads the Digital 
Humanities and Publishing Research Group at the Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT), Indore. She is the author of Migrant Identities of Creole 
Cosmopolitans: Transcultural Narratives of Contemporary Postcoloniality (Peter 
Lang Publishing, Germany, 2014) and Remapping the Postcolonial Canon: Remap, 
Reimagine, Retranslate (Palgrave Macmillan, UK 2017). The second special 
lecture was delivered by Dr. Mauro Carassai the then Associate Professor of 
DH and Associate Chair, Department of Interdisciplinary Studies and Liberal 
Studies Department of English at California State University, Northridge 
(United States). His scholarly work has been published in journals such as 
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