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Society 5.0, Digital Humanities, and Indology 
Eijirō DŌYAMA, Ph.D. 

Abstract: The so-called Society 5.0 features Information Technology (IT), 
particularly Artificial Intelligence (AI). However, it inevitably involves 
various academic fields including humanities. Also within each sepcialized 
field of humanities, IT plays an increasingly important role today. In this paper, 
I attempt to explore how digital humanities should be studied, with special 
reference to one of the fields of humanities, Indology. 

 
What is Society 5.0? This might be an unfamiliar term to people residing overseas. 
It is a concept proposed by the Japanese government of “a future society that Japan 
should aspire to.” According to the webpage of the Cabinet Office (Naikakuhu), 
Society 5.0 is a “human-centered society that balances economic advancement with 
the resolution of social problems by a system that highly integrates cyberspace and 
physical space.” It is a system where big data collected in physical space “is 
analyzed by artificial intelligence (AI), and the analysis results are fed back to 
humans in physical space in various forms.” Society 5.0 is so called because it 
“follows the hunting society (Society 1.0), agricultural society (Society 2.0), 
industrial society (Society 3.0), and information society (Society 4.0).” Although 
this definition is quite clear, the idea of numbering human society similar to a 
Windows OS is not very agreeable to me. 

I would like to point out two important issues regarding Society 5.0 within our 
current context. First, Society 5.0 seems to focus only on the economic and physical 
affluence of society. Upon careful consideration, however, it turns out that this is a 
one-sided understanding. Within a process where the analysis of big data is “fed 
back to humans in physical space,” ethical, historical, cultural, social, psychological, 
and religious factors among others should be taken into consideration. That is, 
social problems cannot be solved only through information technology (IT) and 
artificial intelligence (AI), but must involve various academic fields. This suggests 
that Society 5.0 entails the mental maturity of society. Second, the process of 
analyzing big data necessarily requires a number of empirical and even instinctive 
judgements by choosing, synthesizing, prioritizing and sometimes discarding 
relevant knowledge and information, a process that can never be perfect without 
human analysis. For instance, when AI collects and analyzes data concerning 
patterns or tendencies of human activities, it can hardly link this data with the 
above-mentioned diverse factors as well as their multiple combinations. It is only 
through collaboration between IT and the human brain that we will be able to 
elucidate why and how such patterns or tendencies exist and to find solutions to 
improve society. Just to be clear, I am not an anti-digital Luddite. What I want to 
stress is that we should understand in which processes, for what purposes, and to 
what degrees we should collaborate with IT or AI. The best “combination ratio” of 
IT/AI and the human brain depends on fields of study at different levels (human 
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