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Post-Covid International Exchange through Lateral Cooperation:
Osaka University Virtual University Tour
as New Practices of Online International Student Recruitment

ZHANG Xixi*!, ENKHTUR Ariunaa™!, LI Ming*',
KAI Toshie ™', HISADA Hitoshi™', ANGKAWIDJAJA Clement ™'
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The global circumstances surrounding international student recruitment and study abroad programs
have changed dramatically since the disruption of international exchange during the Covid-19
pandemic. With many online events, abundant flow of information, and online communities to choose
from, there is a need to plan and develop new programs that meet the needs of prospective students
and universities. Osaka University has built an online international student recruitment system
through the planning and implementation of online study abroad information events, virtual study
abroad programs, and international student exchange activities, as well as through the establishment
of a support system for international student applications and admissions and career guidance and
job-hunting support.

This paper describes the planning backdrop, actual practices, and future directions of the “Virtual

university tours: a new tool to recruit international students with diverse linguistic and cultural
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backgrounds” hosted by Osaka University as a secretariat of the Japan Forum for Internationalization

of Universities. Leveraging its accumulated experience, Osaka University held a virtual university

tour to recruit international students aiming for the post-Covid era. The activities promote all-Japan

recruitment of international students in the new normal and contribute to the construction of a

cooperative framework. The purpose of this paper is to discuss the results of the implementation of

this project, analyze its challenges, and look at the possibilities for further development of

international exchange activities that strengthen lateral cooperation.

Keywords : Lateral Cooperation, Online Recruitment, International Student Recruitment,
Post-COVID-19
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