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A New Theory of the Revision History of Haiguo Tuzhi:

Identification of Versions Hitherto Undistinguished and Its Implications

Tadaharu TANOMURA

Although ample discussions and descriptions have been published by historians and
linguists, both in China and in Japan, concerning editions and versions of Wei Yuan's
Haiguo Tuzhi (Illustrated Treatise on the Maritime Kingdoms), there are basic facts that
have evaded the notice of researchers with regard to the early phase of its publication.

It is part of the common wisdom that, as far as those editions and versions which
were published while Wei Yuan was alive are concerned, there are three editions of
Haiguo Tuzhi, viz. the fifty-volume edition published in 1844, the sixty-volume edition
published in 1847 and the one-hundred-volume edition published in 1852, and that there is
also an amended version of the sixty-volume edition published in 1849 whereas there is
only a single version of the other two editions.

This article will demonstrate that there in fact exist, within the range of the versions
published while Wei Yuan was alive, three versions of the fifty-volume edition and two
versions of the one-hundred-volume edition, and explicate, with respect to each edition,
how the three or two versions are located in the history of repeated revision of Haiguo
Tuzhi, based upon analysis of factors including among others differences in description,
shape of hanzi (Chinese characters), typographical errors and density of characters on a

page.

Keywords: Haiguo Tuzhi, Wei Yuan, the fifty-volume edition, the one-hundred-volume

edition



