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AEREBEAED [PRIFHERBAR] (CAHAIBRXERDRLEDEN & Z DR

Weekly Report of the Director, Central Intelligence, Dated Simla, the 21st September
1918. (f&sk# % : IOR. POS. 10515)

Dr. Sun Yat Sen. — An Indian who recently visited Sun Yat Sen gives the following
account of his conversation with him:

“I succeeded in interviewing the abovenamed[sic] twice at his house. He is a very
courteous gentleman without any air of superiority and one who talks with him feels the
influence of his personality. He asked me about the revolutionary movement in India. I
told him that there was not much work being done outwardly though at heart almost all
the educated men were more or less dissatisfied. He has great hopes in the success of an
Indian Revolution and says that great forces are working out of India. He admires the
Indians in Germany and has a high opinion of them. He says that China was not justified
in joining the war, as the war is not being fought to preserve democracy in the world.
Great Britain in his opinion represents a great despotic power tyrannizing over Asia, and
for the democracy of the world the destruction of the British Empire is essential. He says
that he has no German friends nor does he speak the German language, yet he holds that
England is no less to blame than Germany. America has joined in the Titanic struggle to
save the British Empire from destruction and the motives of President Wilson are not
what he outwardly declares.

“The British Government regards him (Dr. Sun Yet Sen) as their bitter enemy,
because he stands for the freedom of India, and they are trying to attack his character in
their own defence.

“Then he asked me as to the real name of the Indian* who was living in hiding in
Japan for whom he has much respect and whom he thinks to be a wonderful organizer.
He is much puzzled to understand how that man managed to come to Japan. He says that
the man is still doing a lot in and from Japan, and, if he remains there two or three years
more as he is now, he will create insurmountable difficulties in the way of the British
Government. He felt very much pleased when I said that I knew the man and talked a lot
about his career in India. It seems Dr. Sun has seen Thakur in Japan, though he has not
told me so. He says that the man is very strong in Japan and his influence giving
encouragement to anti-British feelings in that country was extending. *Rash Bihari Bose.

“When asked about the aggressiveness of Japan in the Far East, he burst out ‘Europe

is dominating the world, why should not Japan expand?
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“He holds that a successful revolution in China will affect India immensely and so the
British do not wish that a revolution be successful in China. He advises me to go to
Switzerland and work there for India, where there is a powerful secret movement against
the British. It seems that his party and himself are ready to do what they can by way of
helping India in regaining her freedom. He also remarked that after the war the friendship
between England and Japan will undergo a change which the British may not like.

“When visited the second time I found him lying in bed in high fever. Still he received
me kindly and talked about fifteen minutes advising me not to see him in daytime as the
British would suspect me. He asks me to see him every now and then for exchange of
views.”

The following is an account of further conversation between the same Indian and Sun Yat
Sen: —

“He says that he has been co-operating with the Indian revolutionaries for the last ten
years, that is, since the shooting of Sir Curzon Wylie by Dhingra in London.

“He is of opinion that there is not much chance of sending any help to India through
Yunnan, but there is a great chance to smuggle arms through the Afghan frontier, where
troubles are likely to break out by the end of this year.

“He blames the British for making Japan so strong that now she is a great peril to
China," and he knows that there are some serious people in Japan who want to see
trouble in India. The nation of Japan is in favour of helping Indians to regain
independence and much valuable work in this direction has been done by Thakur, who is
still doing much. He knows Okawa but does not value the man much.

“He advises me to rouse the feelings of America through my writings against Japan,
so that Japan may become reasonable. At present the Japanese are very proud and
ambitious and their gradual control of China will mean the control of the Pacific by Japan.
This will cause loss of balance of power among the nations. It is therefore necessary that
the Japanese aggression in China should be checked immediately. He also thinks that the
Japanese will employ German experts for developing the mind of China.

“As to India, he says that the things should be started as soon as possible, as this is
the best opportunity.

“In spite of my difference of opinion I am struck with the personality of this man. He

is simple, genuine and unselfish.”
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H. P. Shastri, “My First Meeting with Dr. Sun Yat-sen”, The China Weekly Review;

Shanghai. 21 Mar 1925, p.77.

My First Meeting with
Dr. Sun Yat-sen

HEN [ came to China from Japan in 1918, | found Dr.

Swn  Jivieg in his_ little house in 1he Freach
concession of Shanghai, and ane Sunday morning 1

went to meet him with a Japanese journalist, { had hardly
waited ten minutes in the smoall <lrawing room when Dr. Sua
came dowo. dressed in o simple Chinese coat and shaking
hands with me asked sbout the health of dir. Mitsure
Toyama and his other frieads in Japan. He spoke with some
excitement of the Bolshevik revolutioo in Russia and asked
whether Japan was going to recoznixe Soviet Kussia $000.
He remarked that it was most necessary that Japan should
recopnis¢ the new DPeople’s government in Rusia. He
durthier asked many questions about the progeess of events i
India anil there was 2 note of true sympathy 5n his tone. In
the firstinterview Ihad with thix gecat Chinese, 1 wss
convinced of his feaskness, sincerity, amd sympathy with the

oppressed.  He invited me ta see him as often as [ could, and
after a few more s onr pened into
friendship.

De. Sun did not like the lapanese interference in the
domestic matters of China, For several months | conveyed
his ressaRes 1o our mutukl feieails in Japan and cice versa
Dr. Sun insisted that fapan must Jeave Manchuria alone to
show lies sincerity. He was 3 great admirer of the late
Prince Katsura whom he idered to be the preatest statess
man of modern Japan, Or, Sun discarded sentimeotalism
in politics aad loved truth maoce thian any ather thing.

I introduced Sir Vithaldas Thakarse, president of the
Bank of Bombay 10 Dr, Sun and oa hearing Dr. Sun'’s views
on interoationalism, and seeing his unselfish zeal for the
political deliverence cf the vations of Asiy, Sir Vithaldas told
me that B¢ considered Dr, Sun to e one of the greatest
statesmen of the world.

Dr. Sun was a preat admirer of Makatroa Gandhi and
though lie di) no1 agree with the Manziama in his non-
cooperation mavement, be always paid a very high trsbute to
the saintly character of Gandhi. )

1t is a mistake to think that Dr. Sun was anti-Beish. He
loved the British people among whom he had many hosom
fricads,  But he did not like the foreign policy of Britain in
the Far Kast.

Dr, Sun was an advocate of Asian independence without
the xuidonce of Japan. He thought of ucificatien of the
WMoslem and Buddhist Asia on cultural lines and had {riends
in Tutkey, Persia, India, Afghanistan,

ourd 2 true demeerat in Dr. Sun. He was not oaly ac
idealist democrat but also o practizal democrat, He preferred
to wark with the peaple as one of them sad took speciol care
ta climinate obSstacles to democracy. He was totatly free
from pride, conceit, and self-importance, He gave full
consideration to the opinions of 1hose who differed drons him,
and 1 never fnund him saccastic ar out of temper during m)l'
Tone tsseczations with him. Once when | weat 10 see him
found him confined to bzd. He called me to hi< bed room and
said = "l. bave 3 high fever, but 1 do not wanl you to have the
impression that 1 id not wish 10 receive you for want of
time."

Dr. Sun was not only 3 statesman, but alse a deep
thinker. He often compared the philasophers of ti:e Sung
dynasty to the (oadian Vedactists and bimself valued the
philosophy of Wasng Yan Miog of the Ming dynasty, Thoush
not fornally religious Dr. Sun had faith in _the immortality
of the soal, and thought that the best service to God was to
serve His childcen.

r. Sun bhad studied the question oi the origin of the
Japaneac race and once gave me an outlice of his opinion an
the subject. According 1o De. Sua the Jspanese are of tse
Persian race. liethought that Jema Tenno, the first Emperor
of Japan was a Persian Prince who migcated to Japan after
the iallof Persia.

Dr. Sun was a sreat conversationalist and always talked
with aaimatios, He was nat at all humourous.

Though a socialist Dr. Sun was not a Bolshevik and on
several occasions lie told me that communism could not be
inl_ied to Chien. He was afriend of Russiaz and admired

enin.

Dr. Sun lived 3 simole life, abstaining from tobacco and
wine. He was not fond of outdaor life and read wheacver
he bsd time 10 do so. 1 found him kind, at times veey tender,
affectionate, and coasiderate. There is no doubt that he will
pass into history as onoof the geeatest statesmen who cared
for the gaod of the peoples and thus sacrificed every thing
for the good of humanity. I never heard Dr. Sus mention
the word adncy but he was always ready to help his friends
inaay way in bis power.

hanghai, Macch 14, 1925, H, P. Shaste}
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The Intersection of Internationalism and Pan-Asianism in Tokyo in the 1920s:
Esperanto, Theosophy, Baha’i Faith
Appendix, British Agent H. P. Shastri’s Intelligence Report on Sun Yat-sen (1918)

Yorimitsu HASHIMOTO

During World War I, religious or secular organizations, seeking to promote global
mutual respect in reaction to jingoism, tried to widen their networks to Japan. Meanwhile,
in Japan, which had not suffered serious war damage, the relative decline of Europe’s
presence led to the popularity of Pan-Asianism, in which the East stood in solidarity
against the West. This article argues how the Esperanto, Baha'i, and Theosophical
networks in 1920s Tokyo brought together people with different backgrounds and
intentions and yielded unexpected byproducts. All three networks held the ideal of unity
among humanity, but in general, Esperantists and Baha'i practitioners had a strong
affinity with socialism, while Theosophical society sometimes harbored Indian
independence activists. The painter Tamijuro Koume is the best example of a well-known
artist who made the most of the intersection of internationalism and Pan-Asianism. In
1920, he combined the Chinese character & [Rei], which means “spirit,” with “ether” to
coin the word “% therism,” or Reitherism, possibly echoing his friend Ezra Pound’s idea
in “The Chinese Written Character as a Medium for Poetry” (1919). Koume's statement
that auras can be seen by the fornix in the brain upon spiritual awakening is likely to
have been inspired by Blavatsky's Secret Doctrine (1888) or related books. At the same
time, Koume was deeply involved in the Taireido psychotherapy group, which
appropriated a part of the Theosophical framework on the foundation of Pan-Asianism. In
Taireido around 1916, the combination of the Chinese character 4= [whole] and “X" was
used to represent that the fornix was “4* X" [whole-x], which could be compared to
Koume's “# therism.” Alarmed by the threat of these international networks, British
authorities hired several agents to investigate them. One agent, H.P. Shastri, was alerted
to anti-British individuals Paul Richard, Mirra Richard [Alfassa], and their interpreter
Dorothy Hodgson, who were close to Baha'i practitioners and Theosophists. Crosschecking
Shastri’s intelligence reports with Japanese records reveals their complex relations and

influences. An appendix to this paper reprints the original transcript of a supposed
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meeting between Shastri and Sun Yat-sen in 1918, after Shastri had moved to Shanghai.



