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Attempts at Creating Goodwill During the Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms Period
with a Focus on the Hou Tang %} and Hou Jin %3 Periods

Madoka NIIMI

In Japan, the relationship between the Five Dynasties and the Ten Kingdoms has
traditionally been conceived of as stipulated in the Tian-xia KT distinction of Zhong-yuan
H1)E. According to current accepted theory, there was no goodwill based on an equal footing
between the emperors of the Five Dynasties and the Ten Kingdoms. However, by analyzing
the contents of diplomatic documents exchanged by Hou Tang ## / Hou Jin %% with the
Qian Shu Hi% / Hou Shu #% and Wu % / Nan Tang B/, this paper shows that there
were more frequent attempts at creating goodwill between emperors of Zhong-yuan and
Ten Kingdoms than previously thought. We specifically examine the following three cases.

1) Hou Jin and Hou Shu: The Hou Jin emperor Shi Jingtang 143§ recognized the
Hou Shu emperor Meng Chang @K and proposed building friendly relations where each
was on an equal footing. Meng Chang gladly accepted this overture. This shows us that
goodwill based on equal status was established between the two countries.

2) Hou Jin and Nan Tang: Shi Jingtang used the pretense of returning prisoners of
war to seek friendship with the Nan Tang. We were also able to confirm use of the terms
“neighbors” and “both countries” in the diplomatic documents, wording at the time
indicative of a relationship based on equality. Refusing this gesture of friendship, the Nan
Tang had a frontier government office respond, albeit in a manner that did not threaten
Shi Jingtang’s position.

3) Hou Tang and Qian Shu: There are two types of records between these two—one
in which the Qian Shu declared the monarch of its country as “emperor” and another
consisting of a diplomatic message referring to a “monarch.” On the other hand, there is
no record of a diplomatic message from Hou Tang addressed to Qian Shu. However, Hou
Tang did not set out to confront Qian Shu. As such, in the period before the two went to
war, envoys from Hou Tang sometimes referred to the Qian Shu monarch as “emperor” in
an effort to communicate goodwill.

Based on the above, we need to reconsider the international relations of the Five

Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms period as flexible and realistic.





