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Aspects of Shin-Engeki Producting in Taiwan During Japanese Rule

From ten playbills of Kagero-kai at South Taiwan theater, 1905

Kaoru NAKAO

Taiwan was a Japanese colony for 50 years from 1895 to 1945. During this period, various
cultural activities were carried out by Japanese settler, including theatre performances
such as Niwaka (f), Naniwa-bushi (JRAEHi), Mizu-gei (K=), Rakugo (%7%), Joruri/
Gidayu-bushi G#IHHE. FAKIEHT), Kabuki (##4%), Authentic Drama/Sin-engeki/Sei-geki/
Shin-pa (Frigil, 1EEI. k) and etc. Especially, Shin-engeki has been fully researched
by both Taiwanese and Japanese, as it’s related to the rise of the new theatre movement
by the Taiwanese intelligentsia. However little of known about how Shin-engeki had been
run before the production by Otojiro Kawakami (JII_E#& —FF), who performed at Taiwan
in 1911.

The purpose of this paper is to explain the actual state affairs of Shin-Engeki
production from ten playbills of Kagero-kai (Jiil4%) at South Taiwan theater (FHRIEE),
1905.





