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A Study on Creating Elementary Japanese Reading
Materials: Difficulties in Creating Materials that are
Conscious of the Connection to the Intermediate Level

SHIMOMURA Ayumi, TANIGUCHI Moeko

This paper examines the difficulties in creating reading tasks for Japanese
language learners who have completed the elementary level. First, we refer to
the levels of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test, and see length and topics
for reading tasks for beginner and intermediate levels. Next, we sort out the
difficulties in creating the reading tasks from the perspective of introducing
Academic Japanese and using it for examinations. Difficulties are presented
from the following perspectives: selection of topics, vocabulary and expressions,
and consideration of learners’ pre-existing knowledge. In the selection of
topics, topics that are familiar to learners are often taken up at the beginner
level, and the range of topics is limited. When we are conscious of the bridge
to the intermediate level, it is possible to pick up materials from explanations
and editorials. In this process, collection and selection of topics is one of the
difficulties, and it is necessary to be careful of the vocabulary. We also note that
with the vocabulary and expressions for beginner-level materials, it is possible
to rewrite the vocabulary and expressions, and consider learners' vocabulary and
background. Similarly, from the point of considering the pre-existing knowledge
of learners, we discuss points to consider when creating reading materials.



