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Area Studies, Interregional Studies and Foreign
Studies:
From a Viewpoint of South Asian Studies

So YAMANE

This article aims to examine the significance of “foreign studies” through the
study of regional studies and interregional studies in Japan, by giving an overview
of the trends of South Asian Studies in Japan. Area Studies in Japan has been carried
out by the “Faculty of Foreign Studies” at the universities. It is considered that the
Faculty of Foreign Studies was regarded to be the most suitable in this field because
it studies various aspects of the region by making the best use of its language
proficiency.

South Asian Studies in Japan was found to have sprouted before World War
Il and for some time after the war, it had to rely on the previous English data or
research. But since the 1960s, South Asian Studies in Japan has made great strides as
researchers have grown to learn Indian languages and decipher local primary sources.

Area studies such as South Asian Studies has evolved as an academic discipline
for a comprehensive understanding of regional culture, moving away from the initial
strategic perspective and awareness of development issues. Nevertheless, it cannot be
denied that the concept of “region” had the idea of “a different world from the central
region”, a peripheral region. It is because “Eurocentrism” in history enables the
division of Europe and non-Europe, and “region” is a non-European cross-cultural
society, and area studies is often assumed as non-European studies.

“Foreign Studies” can be established when the Eurocentric concept in

academia is removed, and there is no distinction between advanced and backward in
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civilization, and it is premised that each has its own language culture. For example, if
intellectual education is discussed by modeling and examining the regional economy,
or by using a model that is examined in Europe and the United States, it is impossible
to depart from the Eurocentric perspective. In foreign studies, we understand the
logic of the region “as is” and grasp the peculiarities of the region “as is”. As a result,

it aims to lead to a perspective of comparison with other regions.
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