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The Construction of a Research Graduate
School of Foreign Studies and Five Southeast

Asian Majors at Minoh, Osaka University:
From the Perspective of Present and Future Issues in
Southeast Asian Studies and Education

Kazuto IKEDA

The School of Foreign Languages in Minoh, with its 100-year tradition, will
inaugurate a new graduate school of Foreign Languages in the Graduate School of
Humanities in April 2022. In order to nurture excellent researchers, it is necessary to
build an institute that provides high-quality education, where active discussions can
be held across disciplines and countries. What issues need to be addressed in order to
achieve this? In this paper, I would like to consider this question from the standpoint
of the five Southeast Asian studies departments.

Minoh has a long tradition of Osaka University of Foreign Studies, which was
founded in 1921, but a full-fledged graduate school was not established until 1997.
The 2007 merger with Osaka University, a research-oriented graduate university, was
an event that forced a major redefinition of the graduate school at Minoh. For a time,
the university was more inclined to focus on languages, but later, as we became more
aware of its position within Osaka University, the character of Minoh as a prefecture
of area studies was strengthened once again.

Since before World War 11, Osaka University of Foreign Studies has occupied
an important and unique position in Japan’s Southeast Asian studies. Although the
relationship between Japan and Southeast Asia has matured, the number of young

people who wish to pursue Southeast Asian studies is decreasing rapidly. The
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university and graduate school at Minoh have the important responsibility of being
one of the few gateways and bases for Southeast Asian area studies in Japan.

In this paper, I would like to elaborate on the efforts of the five Southeast Asian studies
departments in the face of these traditions and challenges, and how they are working to

build a graduate school.
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