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Towards a perspectival cognitive
metametaphysics:
On the antinomy of constitution

Minoru YAMAIZUMI

This paper discusses the antinomy of constitution, a long-debated conundrum in
metaphysics, from the perspective of perspectival cognitive metametaphysics, as an
application of cognitive metaphysics and Reference File Theory (RFT), a theory of
mental representations that can be expressed by noun phrases.

Following Conee and Sider’s Riddles of Existence, I first introduce the antinomy
of constitution, which can be described by the following example: “If you hold a
clay statue in your hand, you are actually holding two physical objects, a statue and
a piece of clay. For if you squash the statue, the statue is destroyed but the piece of
clay keeps on existing” (p. 5). Here are four underlying assumptions of the antinomy:
“Creation: The sculptor really does create the statue—that is, the statue did not
exist before the sculptor sculpted it. [...] Survival: The sculptor does not destroy the
quantity of clay by forming it into a statue. Existence: There really are such objects
as statues and pieces of clay. Absurdity: It is impossible for two different objects to
share the same matter and spatial location at a single time” (p. 138).

Next, I briefly introduce RFT and cognitive metaphysics. Cognitive metaphysics
explores not ultimate reality but the world as conceptualized. From a Jackendovian
cognitive perspective (Ray Jackendoff, Foundations of Language), we push “the
world” into the mind and consider what a speaker refers to using a noun phrase as
an entity in the world as conceptualized; in language users’ mind, such an entity

corresponds to a reference file (RF). The data structure of RFs has the following
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four features: ontological category, ID, position, and content features. In RFT, these
features account for the semantic diversity of noun phrases and also represent the
model of cognitive metaphysical entities.

As a preliminary consideration of the following meta-analysis of existing
theories of the antinomy of constitution, I examine the four assumptions above from
the perspective of RFT and cognitive metaphysics. Survival and Absurdity, basically,
have no issues, but Creation and Existence Absurdity must be interpreted with
caution. Importantly, from the RFT/cognitive metaphysics viewpoint, watching a
sculptor make a statue out of clay urges the conceptualizer to add the content feature
<a is a sculpture> to the RF of the erstwhile lump of clay, but not to tailor an RF
with a new ID. Therefore, it is incorrect to say that a new entity begin to exist when
the sculptor has made a statue, since it does not correspond to a new RF but to a pre-
existing RF with a new content feature. Not distinguishing between content features
and RFs themselves (or their IDs) mainly causes difficulties for existing theories of
the antinomy.

RFs and their data structure provide cognitive foundations, by means of
which we conceptualize entities. With this framework, I compare and analyze
the five theories presented by Conee and Sider (i.e., just-matter theory, take-over
theory, nihilism, cohabitation theory, and four-demensionalism) together with their

underlying perspectives, and hence, perspectival cognitive metametaphysics.
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