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The Significance of Oda Takeo’s Personal Experience
in Hangzhou

HE Wenmin

Oda Takeo, known as the winner of the Akutagawa prize in 1936, wrote his
experience in Hangzhou in the book Jogai. Therefore "Oda Takeo and Hangzhou" is
a significant subject in the research on him. Some general conclusions, such as “Oda
Takeo’s original experience”, “the start of literature”, are common under this topic.
However, these conclusions have few details to support them. This article looks mainly at
his I-novels and essays about his experience in Hangzhou and his recollections of how he
became a writer. As a government worker who dreamed to be a writer, Oda Takeo always
felt excruciating because of the disparity between ideal and reality. In Hangzhou, Oda
enjoyed its impressive views and was in relationships with two Chinese women. In the
meanwhile, he also experienced Northern Expedition and Anti-Japanese sentiment. The

life experience in Hangzhou changes his identity. And it also influenced his complicated

perception of Chinese reality.



