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A Magic of Stroking an Animal Statue
-On the perception of the gesture-

CHAEN Naoto

As a part of my research on magic and lucky charms related to stroking gestures, this
paper focuses on the stroking of animal statues and discusses the perception of stroking
gestures found in this context.

In this paper, we have first taken up the various magics and good-luck charms
associated with the stroking gesture, and the fact that even today, good-luck charms are
made and dedicated to the shrines or temples. In addition, we pointed out that these are
important in that they allow us to reevaluate magics that were considered to have been
lost in the past from the viewpoint of the stroking gesture, and placed this paper in the
study of "physical tradition" proposed by Kuraishi. Later, we referred to Tsunemitsu, who
analyzed this gesture from a folklore perspective and presented a problematic view of
gesture in folklore. Then, based on Yanagita's four categories of witchcraft, we defined
the premise of the stroking gesture in magic, and referring to Itabashi's discussion, we
presented the view of magic in this paper.

The cow, tortoise, and rabbit were taken up as magics for stroking animal statues. In
analyzing these cases, I examined the perception of the stroking gesture. The position of
the animal being stroked was sometimes that of a divine messenger, but sometimes that of
a non-divine messenger. Also, it was pointed out that some magics were established based
on the characteristics of the animal, and some aspects of stroking lucky charms were
clarified.

non

We noted three perceptions of the stroking gesture: "aiding in prayer," "giving and
receiving power through the hands," and "receiving the benefit of a spell. These vary
depending on the type of animal being stroked. In addition, we noted the differences in

perceptions toward the body and awareness of directionality that we found among them.



