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Sentence-Final Expression Slot Hypothesis
On the Syntactic Position of Sentence-Final Particles

VRBOVSKY Matej

Although is the practice of replacing Sentence-Final Particles (SFP) a staple of (but
not limited to) both semantic and pragmatic fields of research, rarely has been discussed
the validity of such test in dealing with sentence types other than the declarative sentence.
However, the assumption that all co-occurrence related linguistic phenomena associated
with SFP and sentence types are semantic and/or pragmatic in nature, especially without
any prior analysis, could lead astray an otherwise methodologically sound investigation
right from the beginning.

This paper aims to provide a syntactic foundation for a future semantic and/or
pragmatic research of SFP. To do so, this paper firstly reviews the existing literature on,
and then proceeds to the investigation of co-occurrence, the mutual relative position,
and the syntactic position of SFPs. By establishing complementary distribution between
several Sentence-Final Expressions (SFE) and observing a regularity in co-occurrence of
the aforementioned, this paper concludes as following.

Modern Japanese language has two syntactic positions (Sentence-Final Expression
Slots, SFES) reserved for SFPs and expressions undergone “SFPification”, such as the
modal auxiliary daro. The one closer to proposition, coined in this paper as Sentence-
Final Expression Slot I (SFES I), is reserved for SFE such wa, zo and daré, while the one
further from proposition, named Sentence-Final Expression Slot II (SFES 1I), is occupied
by ne, yo, yone, na and ze. The distribution of both slots (and thus the co-occurrence
of SFEs) is hypothesized to be restricted by sentence types. For example, declarative
sentences provide both slots, while invitational sentences are equipped only with SFES 1.

Finally, volitional sentences ending with siyo do not accommodate any SFES.






