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SUMMARY

The Conversion of “Zero Tolerance” in Educational Administration in Japan

Kim Hwa Young

This research note clarifies the premise of zero-tolerance education in Ja-
pan today by looking at how zero-tolerance education has been researched and
introduced by Japanese educational administration, mainly focusing on the no-
tifications of Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology’s
(MEXT) and the National Institute for Educational Policy Research’s (NERP)

research on zero-tolerance education in Japan.

The meaning of “zero-tolerance” in Japan’s education policies has been
transformed from its original American form in the context of Japan’s unique
“Seito Shido (student guidance)” education.

Through the mediation of the need for “resolute attitudes toward students”
and the goal of student guidance to “foster normative consciousness,” the mean-
ing and purpose of zero-tolerance education has been transformed into one
in which teachers do not hesitate to discipline or punish students, whereas the

original meaning was to apply penalties without exception.



