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Oda Takeo’s Novels Based on His Personal Experience in Shanghai

HE Wenmin

Oda Takeo, known as the winner of the Akutagawa prize in 1936, wrote his
experience in Shanghai in several books. In March 1937, before the outbreak of the war
between China and Japan, Oda,visited Shanghai. The trip to Shanghai had a profound
impact on Oda's understanding of China. At the same time, it also gave Oda an aspiration
and passion to narrate " the small life of human beings ". Through the analysis of his
novels "Dorokawa" and "Sasurai" set in Shanghai, this paper clarifies the reflection of
Oda's Shanghai experience and his own perception of the Chinese society at that time
in his works. Based on his Shanghai experience and Chinese understanding, Oda Takeo
wrote these two novels which are also the practice of Oda's creative concept of describing
"the small life of human beings " which is established after his trip to Shanghai. His
ambition to depict his main idea includes a resistance against reality as well, such as war,
speech restrictions, Japan's mainland policy, to name a few. And these are also reflected in

the works "Dorokawa" and "Sasurai".



