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CHARERX >

HAGEIZ BT 2 A DR
——FRHERY i & IR A D3 & T ——

Fanh Ih <U7T

i

&

(F—D—F) RBEMSE FFRENAT FBRERE 27— Lotk

1. LIS

fEke, FRIEME (gradability) [ZRFAOIED BB EBLZI N, Wb HREEH]
g & O AREMEIC Lo TEOFEPEW IND Z NN TH D, 7272, X
HRIZE > CTAFNCRE L CHREMNZRBERANTIETHD L) ZEiE, H<nbik
i S Tnb,

AFAOBLE D GRREEME A 5 AFJEIE, FRCRGEDOATAN IR L SND 2 Ln
%< WEETIE, AFopic, BRIEMNAT (degree nouns) & LTHRZ HND B
DHIFELTWA LS5 Z & %0, LLFIL Bolinger (1972) 232817 T\
LB THD, HXBFE L THHICHEDLL T, EilL L THREL TV D45,
behavior (4T#) & misbehavior (RIEATZ) OEFEWND, FIROZEWRAET HO
Thsb, (la) X, [ZARITAICHWOLENIND, ] EWOEREZRD | 1T
%] OERBRNESH 5 0VNEZA THRENDZTTHY, Thicxt L, (1b)
I TZABRREATHICWO b ENEND ] EWHIERERY | TRIEATA) @
BE, SWINE, TORETANENZERA TP NEINTWDES
9o DEV ., #%E D misbehavior (RNIETTH) IIFRENAGIE LTIRAOND,
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(1) a. Such behavior always frightens me. b. Such misbehavior always frightens me.

(Bolinger 1972:60)

HAGEFIFEIZB W TIE, Wb 2R LRI & L T & 245N 2 B4R
LIZUIEITOR TV DA, ZDIFEALIE, AREOLFTICEIT S THREN %
W TV D LIFF W, #ETIUE, BAEICIT 24 W ORERNRER DS
L, TOEICHHAN=ALMIFA LN o TWD EIEF 22, HARGEL
WX, BREWAGE LIERENAFORBIN A ONED0, L TH LEDOXBINH
WG, ENENORENZREHORICED X 5 22BN H 500 % TITHRGHT
LENRD D b, B BLTOF (2) IZRTEWE TIEFIZH AN
(TP E FERREVWHE L TIADBILDLN, LT LHEB LWDIT Tidku,
THARN) ORI ZAFE, TETH) OX D RRERG] & LE L T\ D RICE
WTED LD RFRIC/A D D0, £ LTREZDOMRICAR DO EHLMNCT S
T2ITiE. BARGEOATNIBT DREMIZOW TN T 2 LENH 5,

(2) 20, RIFVHFEEZTHPLTHRVDNDIDIEENNET A, EHLTH
RIVATHE LIEEICHAATTOT, 5ZEIL WO TTN, 90 )
AV AT Y=o TCIHEFIZKIZLTND L ZAN, HARITFRIZH S &
I DOTETITNE,

(http://www.aec.go.jp/jicst/NC/iinkai/teirei/siryo2016/siryo18/siryo5-2.pdf)

Z ZCARTIE. HARGEICIRIT 2 RN G & IR A4 G & o DRI & Rt
L, ZNEANREERRBLIE L WD REBLETHZ L2 L T2,

2. TR EZOMBER

AFORERZ2EERICE L THEMIC O L T REMRIIEE LT,
Bolinger (1972) #HtY LiF %, Bolinger (1972) Tli, FEEEIZEBIT 24 50E, 2
FEM4 5 (degree nouns) & . FEFLFEMI4 5 (nondegree nouns) T/ H SN D1,
Bolinger (1972) TEIF LN TWAE I NG EXKBIT 5 FEDOF NG, Af T
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big X great X terrible % 0 J 9 724G & DI, Z L Tsuch & O LEIZH T D
fERR AT i %,

EI big DX D RIEAT L OIEICE L TIE, ZORBRE R D4R RRER
Th D, FRENTHLL > T, BAFADOHEEDENAA LD EHfisn
TWo, BAERMIZE 2T, 20X 5 REAFTIEL. (3a) @ fool D X 5 7R HI4
AL TV DIRICB N TRIEEART Z LN TED, ZRICK LT, (3b)
D lad O X 5 72IERRE 4TI &SR L T B STRICBW T A X&R L, ZD
AR kG A XI5 (distinguish) FERED A& FFO,

(3) a.He is a big fool ‘he is very foolish’. (degree)
b. He is a big lad ‘he is large in size’. (nondegree)

(Bolinger 1972:146 K5 F##5|H#&)

F7z, such LOMEICELTH, AFNRENTH S, FHFRENTH DN
WL o> THROEWA RGNS, ERLofl] (lab) EEC/SZ— 2725 FD
5l (4ab) ZFLX& 5, (4a) IZ& % blunderer O X 5 RFEEM 4 F OHAITIE, 2
ENRFRINTEY, (4b) IZH D person D L ) RIERRERL T DL EITIL, X5
DR X A TINFEN TS, Bolinger (1972) 12Xk B &, (4a) DX 5 723k
X ‘of X magnitude’ & L THEFRCX 2 intensifyinguse T&H ¥, (4b) | something
‘of Xidentity’ & L TR T X 5 identifying use & 725,

(4) a. Such a blunderer always frightens me.
b. Such a person always frightens me.
(Bolinger 1972:60 K7 F#r5H#H)

ARSI RIS BT, BRI & LCYMTE DRFDIE, b5\ TR
7 IR A TOKBIL, FROBY B LM SATOARY, ERO LS
0. SATRFEDS < 1X, BREORIERFICER LT, The T 54 i0%
RO, COBANDATORMEBRL TS,
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PeBE (1997) 1&, BRI & AFN LR L T URIZBWT To] ONTER
VETHLINENE LRI, HATEOLTDONEEIT> T D, FHT [7172 0 ]
D X)) BBEREEOHEICER L, (0] ONMTEELEL LiWAFop & L
T NBEAY Dy Do) NER) %2250, ZHh O3B ER P AE L 3

LEMFETH Y . FENIERINICE ORI ERE OB ZEHM L T\ D Lik_T
AV

(5) a. 7 iE] K b. [7372 v ) A
(=8 1997:124)

—J. [FEA) LEE] Tk Sok5iz, (o] Z2hLThbnaed Ty h
20 DX RRERERG L LR TE DA4FNL, ATEIERTNEREOEGIETH
D0, FEERIFITZ ORIEO A TR, @éé EREEML TN D EEELT
W5, BETIUL, BERETREEZR L, BRFMEZRF o T LT 5,

(6) a. 2720 FEANT, b. 70 DFEANI,
(#2887 1997:125)

FRERIG LR TE 2450, BAFICHEB LI-F#MER > T D W iR
fixzg (2018) THEINTWD, 25 (2018) (X, T&TH ) LHETEXIEFEE
HLEREL, ZOPTAFCEHL THLIERRTWD, T&TH) OE#ifE LD
AElE, BRI - T TERk) MR L) [Rb) o X o ekttsa L
PRLA) [vayr) EARK) ok ) B4 bhnd &L,
[ETH) BAFHEELIRELZRT LN TELLETRLTWD, FlZIE, U

WBIHT 2B LTI, TETH IZEDL LV OBERFLNERT Ll
NTN5,

() Ya—GFHEMIEE, IRETHEBLE BTV ELLE,
(BCCWI [=A )L VvV rDERE])
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(%% 2018:74 K5 THE51 HAE)

e, BRERG L T 24 50%, BAFNERZ G0, H5WVITEE
DEIWCEMEZRTHELHDE VD ZEIIBETE R\, =720, BRERG L
R L TWEETOLFNE I THD LT WV, Bz, Rigb 761
(2) WL T, EBRFAMEZENEGEINTVD EEFEAT, [FOB0HEARA
M EWVIIFERBIAIE LW EIEE 20,

(2) 20, RIFVHFETHLITHR VbR LDIEENNET A, EHLTYH
RIFVITHE LIEFICARATTOT, EEILWVWIDTTI, ZIH0 )
AVRAT o THERBIZRUIZLTNWD L AN, BRIIRICH D LA

S DTITITHhE,
(http://www.aec.go.jp/jicst/NC/iinkai/teirei/siry02016/siryo18/siryo5-2.pdf)

ARCIE, Bl X5 245 L RERIG L 0GR AT T 5720100, ARG
WAL THRERENATE LTHEETESIHDLETE RN LOEKRIL, ZEh
DOREMREZ BRI EMBENHD L VI E L D, S0 IUE, (97
(D) EAL & BEFWICAARAN] OXIRFVITOENL, ENENLOAFTHR
BENTHL), FRENTHLINILSTELDLEEX S,

3. BREIZHIT5RREMBFADEFH

FP. BABTRENAF L LTRADLDNLD HbDIZERT D, L REIZk~T
LRV, BEMTIRIZIERFAOBANLELRIND Z L3 Z ), Kennedy and
McNally (2005) (2L 2D &, FREMEZFF O G (gradable adjectives) (%, FZJE
fE (degrees) D h& LTHLND AT —/L (scale) ZHERLT D,

The approach that we assume here is one in which gradable adjectives map their
arguments onto abstract representations of measurement, or DEGREES, which are

formalized as points or intervals partially ordered along some DIMENSION (e.g.
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height, cost, weight, and so forth; we provide a more detailed account below). The
set of ordered degrees corresponds to a SCALE, and propositions constructed out of
gradable adjectives define relations between degrees with truth conditions.

(Kennedy and McNally 2005:349)

¥, AFOBRERNZREEN 24 5 SATIIRICB N TS, 27— Hnbind
ZENETH D, Morzycki (2009) (%, LAND (8) & (9) DX DBl E
Z81F7C, FEE T enormous X° huge 250D X 9 72 YA XERITIREGN, REMER
Ble L THRETE DRMHEDN DAY, 2 ELETE 25 2 FOAFAN LA 1T
EMAGIE 2D LHRHL VWA, £ LT, BEMNAFIL BROBAND AN
X, — 2R —)v & B 23 E LIS O I T, IR A R
FTEHWENDHLDOTHD LTV D,

(8) George is an enormous idiot.
(9) Three huge goat-cheese enthusiasts were arguing in the corner.
(Morzycki 2009:176 K5 F#5|HA&)

Another way of articulating what I intend by 'gradable noun', then, is that gradable
nouns are those for which a single criterion can be distinguished from the others as
the most salient. For idiot, it is stupidity (and not, say, animacy); ... for goat-cheese
enthusiast, it is enthusiasm for goat cheese. It is this ability to identify a single scale
that distinguishes nouns that admit degree readings of size adjectives from those that
don't.

(Morzycki 2009:186)

AR TIX. Morzycki (2009) 1TV, HAGECTREMATIE LTHRZALNLD D
DX, BEROBENLRNE, BHEOAF—ARNHLHERDLI LD THD EH
2%, TLT, OAFANEEN L LTHHETED0E S 0T, BREERDL L
OIRICB T MU L > THHBITE D LWV I FiaiED D, BEMICE 2 IE,



HAHIZ B B A0 RIE 5

Bolinger (1972) Z{ii> T, HAFEOH D2 A4FNREN L L THETE 2060
ERFET DD D_ODT A M ERRET D, LTIZ, [0 2RENAFON
FHHIE LTHWT, ERENOT 2 MIE L TEMIEZT 5,
FP-oHIE., BAFCREEETLE L THIETE S LB DN BR &
O TH D, HFET big X0 terrible D K 9 RIERFANEE 2R T OITx LT,
AAGETIE 20w KO TOE W) AREMA G LT 5 SUIRIZE W T
BEZRTILENTEDEEZLND, # (10) TiE, [FI2v) X T »
RTRBIZET D, REEEORYT 4 7hi iz £ LT D XS0, R
ERL WD EZ26NE, 0T, RS> T A AT ET IV Tk
72, HEE S TWAANOFIZETHE AL (ETHHEMPEN) AbNE] LW
IFRUZ 2D DTH D,

(10) HAA, BEZEITHAL AT LWV DITTiER, FHRIGRMAERS
FEFFoTWD LI, EHRRWADLZNOER, REENPRVEED
NHADOHLHE, MOFELF L LI [TEICT IO RERE > T
L) EEoSTHRLYY,

(https://shosetsu-maru.com/essay/hakuman/32?page=2)

ZOROT A M, A TZTAZR] FEIGE L T2 URICE T IR & e
%o ZOT AN, Bolinger (1972) 27 5. 4Fi& such & DI L 5 f#
iz bitnWeEBEx b5, LFof (11) Tk, T2 A 2B L CTRIENRE
ENTWD EEZ D, BEMIZIE, B d AOFECHER N RENTNADT
72, TZRIEEARATTH D (ZHIZETEBEN) AZES | LW RBRENE
SNTNWDLDTHD,

(11) ERRTHEEHAINDTZAS LWIHART v UREHIC/R S L, HiIT
ZHNBANAERBEIANE V] EEVWTL A NERHA LY LET, R
ZRDETITDNY FEAL,

(https://jobcatalog.yahoo.co.jp/qa/list/13254162948/)



54 IR 175 (2023)

Pkl (10) &) (11) 128V T, SRPRZRDICHBEDLT, £L T [N
J) EHE LTV ABREERERANELDICHED LT, T b OREELRIIC
Lo THRINHIARIEFEETH D, BIEMICE 2E, TEERAEN) & LTHHT
EBRMENBIRD AT —NANESNTNEDTHD, 7272 L., Bolinger (1972)
HERLTWD EBY, 2O XD REEERBUL, 450 RT 5% XA 2
E. HDOVITORROFEERS A TR WEETHZLEHARETHD, 4
DI TH DB EHET 5720 EEARDIL, BEREIATHDLEN)
R GFTRE T H D E NI A Th D, [T OBAITIE. (10) & (11) O L3
2. ORI RN AR TH 5720, BRENLTFLE L TONENRRLYTHD L
Exbhb,

B, AARGEOLFADSFRERMG &I LTV D URE ] D ATHFZE T, [
=) EVIOBER RGNS, PLEICIRY BT R (1997) 1, T3EAN) %
DX O, BEREEO®EICBNT To) Z0EEE LA LT IS
FERRTAT— LB L OREEEREL TS| LR TWD (126), EE (1997)
WXL EA S — BT 5 5 KidAe vy, BREREE oin s RC %
N ERICZA T 545E LT, LTOBINRET TS,

WRE. BNF. MTHLBYE, BLR, Wox. B (b3), BAL 4
B, K. KB, ROLAYS HAAY, FAVA b, BRSAHD,
0F, W, EA, BT HEE, BEE ER KB K.
Ml RGO, WOR. TR, CBRE. ST, ERD . BAX . KR,
. W N

B+ B

(f=%7 1997:125)

INLOAFNL, —ODAT—ARHLEER> TS EEZADLND, #lx
E RN FRLSDORAT—/b, TIRE ] 13WIRITH L TENIEEBLTH D
PaeRSAT—=NAPHOLNTHL EBDND, DED . INbOATNL, BRER
HFE LTIA BN D, EBRTIE, ERROZODT A M E{T-oThH, BRENATE
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ELTOREDBY SLo, BIZIT, TR OBAITIE, ROEBY &b,

(12) &5 —O>DERMBNTEZREANTT, F/L7 O ken OFEMEHERE I AN
BATITo12E 2A, BMOBICT ZWEARESTWVE L, ¥ R
LN BEEE LT, 20 ROFALES LW L ETIEDN SO TTA,
AHiEM<BRRH Y FEATLE,

(http://ich.web.nitech.ac.jp/members/ryakureki/ryakureki.html)

(13) ZOYA =P 77 nbiE P77 by F=0fllakih) o=
TH—LBDobe bW [CABEABYR—F =413 7
VEGEZRS>TNTHYRE Y] [ZAFDobRo#ENZ &) [Hr
TUVEARVTER S ] [R— AR THRLY REDa X FBR%EE
LTS,
(https://news.yahoo.co.jp/articles/bb4c41520e9a00e5d017150faf29c49b8b2d6317)

(3% oG LR, fl (12) T TBOBIZE > TWZEART I
(NTHD)I LW IR TIEAR <, TBEOMIZE THELWRMENE > Tz
EWD RO JF 3BT, B (13) TH T2 DXL D REFEE RO AR R —
A—=Thb] EWIRED L, [ZHIZEELELWLERIR—F—ThH D] O
FR#EThDHEEZBND, DED, [EAN] OBEICH, BEFKRINTE
D, BELILEEDLDLAT—ABHLHERS>TWND Z ERHLNTH D,

ZOXIIC, BAECTRENLE LTHETE LI, HEDA T —ILinED
EAICBNTHLIEZRY, T30 & TOEW), TLT IZAA) etk
LTWAIARIZBNWT, BEZRT ZENRERTHD,

4. BREIZHTHIEEENLAOHY

AAGEICHERERN L LT TE 2AFNFEEL TWD Z & IEENTIEH D
M, BEMAFILZOERIZBWTREDO A — A BHLAERD LD THD &
WIOERNDLEZDHE, HOBREMKLLOL LTHIRX OND, f5 T,
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ABFORET, FHFREWR LD LERDLDITTH S,

FEEEMA 5 & IR E M4 FIE, HRMIZIX ED X D B VR D D DTEA 9 h,
% 9%, Bolinger (1972) (Z{ift> CTIT-72T A ML R OLNZE R H D, EiLd
EBY, THIn) & TOEw 2LT T2 AL B, BEMAG &R LT
WHGAITIE, BEAZRT LN TE LN, FRENLFOLAIIE, TD XD
RRREMREIIIARFRECTH D, LUTIZIE, THARAN] & IERENL T OMREN
72l LCHLY B, T A REAT S,

(14) Ny 7 BT 4V Er~OBEHIM 21T, Lt bz \y 7 UNEE !
AEEZMNTHI, LnbZOHEIIE, §TWHAEAR W | IR
Hatro THEHEZEET OB LS A, /Ny 7 ORI, T2
1z,

(https://www.tv-tokyo.co.jp/ikegamiakira/150412.html)

(15) £ LT, EZWN TCABRBARNE LR oT20? ) & ZRROR %
FFCHRLE TRBEZIRAMETTR, RPRPELIRIEHL
TNESTY, THUCHARLELEBHEOT L—F 2 AT 1] LRV
HoTWE L,

(http://news.yoshimoto.co.jp/news2013/2013/03/entry43152.php)

Bl (14) T, THARAD I T3 20 ICEMiSHTHWDR, INT) oL 572
FREMAFROELE LITRRY | BERRINLTVD LIEE ARV, (14) T
[ZDOHIBIZWTZ ARART I LR b2 b LB, [T720v)
BRelX, TAARAN) DR TRGE2RRTL52EThHD, il (15) TH [Zok)
RRHBAFFOHARNE B2 oTlzin) L3R TV AIRNRZSTHY  TZ AR
WFREETIERL, TEARAN] OR#ERL VDI bITTH D,

DOFV, BERETIE v & ToEw) 2LC DA% T, T35
DX D IRFREN AT & I LTV D SURICER > TRREEMERBLE L CRRETE . %
ICKT LT, THARAND O X5 2IFRENA ] & LT s ORI W T,
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AFADOXGE XA DR, HDWVIXE OB OREAE R THERE A FFD, T D
UM, Bolinger (1972) 2384 L 72 big <° enormous & L T such & O ILEIZ I 1T
%, FEREORRERA G & IERRIERA T OE N E KT 5, BERMICE, F 280
LB IR & L LTV 5551213 big X enormous 13 Bolinger (1972)
73 distinguishing use & FES, Xf 5% X3 5 M) £ % L. such I Bolinger (1972)
73 identifying use & FES, R A R~ B E 25 2,

FRIEHA G & FERRIERIA IO D B OV L, BEPREMERIR E L TOHRE
ZHROLO LR L TWD RN B A b D, LRtz 724 (2) £ LTUTF
W50 (16) THon2 ek, FREMNATETH, DEFIC) X TETh)
DX D RBRERE &I LT, BEMIENSND Z LB HREL 2D,

(16) ZAHABRBENG, EH Ll CHHEAARLOTRELEL
oo N—=T7THVRNEL, DIEETHARANTT,
(https:/ateliercollegial.com/1962-2/)

AAGEICRIT 2 REMATIORENZREHOEIZ, DX A T = AL
bHDTHA D, AT, HFREMNATR VD HFRERIF & ILE L TWD
IARICER LTEDA I = A L2050 2, fmnb 5 5 & HAGEDOIFFRER
S LARFERIG & ORI, FEEE AL L B D BRI ICE E D,
FBENZRESLEZONAMEZEY EF T A RICBWTHFETH D &)
SiE LD,

Bolinger (1972) I, what & OILEIZEIL T, BEM L LTHMET S child (
) OHEBITETOAFADOERICER SN TOLIRESIY EFoh T o
TR L, FERERE LTHET S lad (DHF) DFEITIE, reckless (FF5) <
amorous (Z1F) <°inventive (7 U =A 7 ¢ 7) X amusing (FHVY) DX 9 72,
ZOAFDOERICEHEE STV RV ATY EFonTnd &b xTn g,
Bolinger (1972) 233ERREERIA G L L CHJET 5 lad 1IZBI L T reckless (FR) <°
amorous (Z1%) %, BWEOTRERMREZEEL TWDHZ b, FBRERLT
DEFEIIE, LIRRCHEFEHEIC E - T, ZOMIRBED L aREMR H D Z L3
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mo,

(17) a. What a lad John is! b. What a child John is!

The first exclaims at something external to the fact of being a lad. Being a
lad is assumed, and the surprise is directed to some quality such as being
extraordinarily reckless, amorous, inventive, amusing, or whatnot. The
underlying sentence is John is a lad who is (surprisingly) X. Lad is nondegree.
The second refers to childishness, and the underlying sentence is John is
(surprisingly) a child, or like a child. Child is degree.

(Bolinger 1972:61)

Fio, ERE (2019) 1F, INTE L3 LS, AFC [-97X25) 2P0
TVWDLIRICAEBR L, [-4&2) ko TERENDIDIF, AN RTRTIE
72 TOMBITET B AR FRA IR L A EEOREITH D LT 5,
BlzIE, TRETEDLT A RV LI FVHIZONT, TRED X S IZhbun
W EWOMEICESNAE TONSEDZ ETHhD, EHE (20200 TH INTE
DL BN TEY, b~ FOBIRIZEANR Y THND EEIND (18a) &,
r~FDORZBICERDNYTOEND EIND (18b) DL 72flxitic, U4
FIAHWENDE LT, BANYTOENLIMHENLY THD L FEINATH
Do

(18) a. 27 Fx v I b~ bTED,
b.ZTDOFRy 7 LA, b~ T &ERN?
(#2 2020:59)

Bl h . ARTIE, HATEICRT 5 IFREZRA T ORI & oI
K ORER M, FEEEDIERER A & D 5 BEREREEICE Eh
L. BEMEEZFS, VT, AT — Va5 LD s Mima Ty
FCODINRTRALT D EEZ D, ZONEE EuE, Freofl (2) 461 (16)
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ZBITD TAARN] OBRENREHNPHHTE 5,

(2) 2o, RIFIVHEFEZTHLITHo bR LDIT L VWETN EH5LTH
RITVITEHELEBICHAATTOT, BEILNIDTTN, £ )
AUV AT U= CHEFICRIZL TS E 2 A, ARIFCHS LR
IDOTTITNE,

(http://www.aec.go.jp/jicst/NC/iinkai/teirei/siry02016/siryo18/siryo5-2.pdf)

(16) ZAZHAMBENG, EO LI CHEGHRLZDTRELEL
oo N=T7THORNRL, DIEETHAARANTT,
(https://ateliercollegial.com/1962-2/)

Bl (2) T, FEEEEA. THAAN] &9 IERER4 T & Bb 5 E R A &
MO MNE, [ AT =0 THEFIZRUILTWVD ] EWVIIFHRATIY -
FTnWd, arv 270 r—2RUCT %) EWOMIEIZEAL TS BEFIZ) 2
fEHENTHD 2N, ZOMEFREEELFSZ LRbND, ZhiZk-
T, FRENATFCTHS THARAN] ICBELTYH, BRERE FEFIZ) L odbEn
RRINDIDLITTHD, il (16) THLRERILAD=XLNBE6, THRAN] &
DL OFNSAENL, [HEEHThD) LW MIHEASFHEEFIZL - THRY E
FonTnad, ZOMRIREEZFF>TnH ) Z ek, TETHLEERZ
DT THRERERE (L TH) PHOLATWLZ ENGHLNTH D,

DFE Y, RN FAOREN MRS ARETH 5 RN HHE 2 TH, Hific
LoTHY EFoiud A7 — R R D IFRENLTI L | FED A7 — /L3 HL
B L 7 RS L OFENNDNDDOTH D, 7ok, RS F O
A, FEEEE D REEHEICB W TH 2 MEZ MY LIF T\ Z & TRLT 5 L
WHZEND, HLRRENE G L BN L, BEMICET AL TIE, AT —
IV ORERIZ B U CHRIR O AT e L 2R RE & 72 o TN D, 2 ORRIBO AT 61T,
BRERFHEOHEICEI > TEINTND ENI BTN K TH S, Paradis
(2001) 1%, HFECHE CE DA & BRERGNIL, FREMOBLE O R UME
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ERFONENH D L EIR LI BT, very X terribly %00 £ 9 ZREIFI L LT 5
AL, unbounded (FEHR) L MECY, MRMAIEIE LAV AT — LA AR 5
EIRRTWS, ZEIUTKI L, completely X almost D L 5 72 gl & il CTX 278
AEX, bounded (FAH) ELMEON, WRRNSFIET 2 A7 — L EMT 5 Lk~ T
5%, Kennedy and McNally (2005) &, LATIZSIHT 2081300 H0o5 LB,
completely < fully <> 100% @ L 9 72 fllE & OILFLATREMEZ BB & D TE AN
WG D A — 2BV T, WERBMFEIE L TV D &0 bl &5 & HEfE L C
W5,

(19) Open scale pattern

a. Her brother is completely ??tall/??short.

b. The pond is 100% ??deep/??shallow.

c. Max is fully ??eager/??uneager to help.
(20) Closed scale pattern

a. The room was 100% full/empty.

b. The flower was fully open/closed.

c. The figure was completely visible/invisible.

(Kennedy and McNally 2005:355)

B 50, FREMICET 2 TIE. HORBEFIL, MIRSFEAET DA —v
M BENPGFIE LR WA — LD EH BN UMERTE 2NN s B2 R —
B TH D, ZORBNTAARBICOEHACTE, FIxIZILE (2013) 1%, TETH)
R FEFIZ) X (27201 X L) O X9 RRIEIIMRSFE L TR A
=) BEMTLHOIKLT, NEE) 2 NEeA L) R [Eae) 2 2]
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Noun Gradability in Japanese
Differences between gradable and non-gradable nouns

CIOLCA Raluca Maria

The present paper analyses gradability in the nominal domain in Japanese,
employing examples produced by native speakers to highlight the differences between
gradable and non-gradable nouns. Drawing on previous research, the paper proposes two
tests to differentiate between the two types of nouns, with baka (‘idiot”) representing the
former, and nijonjin (‘Japanese person’) representing the latter. The tests are based on the
functions of sugoi (‘amazing’)/ hidoi (‘terrible’) and the konna-type (‘such’) determiners,
which express degree when co-occurring with gradable nouns and distinguish or identify
the object when co-occurring with non-gradable nouns.

Further differences between the two types are demonstrated by focusing on contexts
in which the nouns have a gradable interpretation. While gradable nouns such as baka
(‘idiot’) involve the same scale irrespective of the context, in the case of non-gradable
nouns such as nihonjin (‘Japanese person’), gradable interpretations are allowed if the
speaker focuses on a particular feature which is associated with the noun and involves a
scale, with that feature changing depending on the context.

The analysis in this paper also sheds light on two interesting phenomena associated
with gradable interpretations of nouns in Japanese. Although in the literature gradability
is generally seen as fixed, the mechanism behind gradable interpretations of non-gradable
nouns allows for different types of scales to be realized at the same time. Moreover,
this mechanism points to similarities between non-gradable nouns and non-gradable
adjectives, proving that gradability is relevant when it comes to the parts of speech

continuity as well.



