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SUMMARY

Reconsideration of Green Glazed Pottery Production in Omi

Teruhiko TAKAHASHI

Green glazed pottery was the finest ceramic product fired in Japan from the
9th to 11th centuries during the Heian period. The kilns that produced green
glazed pottery were concentrated in Yamashiro and Tamba (near the capital of
the Heian period), Omi to the east of Yamashiro, and the Tokai region further
east of Omi.

In 1994, the author considered the nature of green glazed pottery produc-
tion in Omi. However, it has been a quarter of a century since the publication
of that paper and the amount of important research has significantly increased
since then. The discovery of new kilns and excavations in Koka city are particu-
larly noteworthy. In this paper, I reviewed these recent achievements and under-
took a basic consideration of green glaze pottery in Omi.

First, I classified the petal-like decoration on the rim and body and the
cross-section type of the base, in addition to the bowl types prominently seen in
Omi green glazed ware. Next, based on these classifications, I reexamined newly
discovered kilns and clarified the transition to the production of green glazed
ware. In addition, I estimated the dates of products by verifying materials exca-
vated from consumption sites.

As a result, I concluded that the green glazed pottery production of Omi
had many similar features to that of the Tokai region and had occasional rela-
tionships with Tamba, but it was not until the latter half of the 10th century that

the uniqueness of Omi products became pronounced.



