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SUMMARY

Uyghur Nomads in Inner Mongolia under the Tang Dynasty and
Uyghur Qaghanate:
A Study on the Epitaphs of Li Bingyi and Huihe Qiong

Shigeo Sarto

This paper examines the veracity of the expression “Uyghur Qaghan’s cous-
in (#53)” as used in the epitaphs of Li Bingyi (Z55¢#%) and Huihe Qiong ([Hl#z
#1). Li Bingyi and Huihe Qiong belonged to Uyghur refugee groups from the
Second Tiirk Qaghanate in Inner Mongolia under the control of the Tang dynas-
ty, and had no relations to Uyghur Qaghan. Therefore, the expression “Uyghur
Qaghan’s cousin” is fake.

Huihe Qiong was a Uyghur who belonged to “the refugee group of Hexi (i
ViR A2EB)” His group came to the Hexi area during Empress Wu's (ZHIK)
era. He participated in the battle of the recapture of Changan (&%) and Luoy-
ang (%) against the rebellion of An Lushan in 757. After the battle, he visited
Changan in 760 to claim a reward for his contribution to the battle, but he failed
to get it. He was soon dead in Changan.

Li Bingyi was a Uyghur who belonged to “the refugee group of Hedong (if]
WEEES)” His group came to the Hedong area in the Kaiyuan (BJT) era. Li
Bingyi also participated in the battle in 757; he and his group members received
rewards in 762. However, it is enigmatic that they were recognized by Tang as
foreigners (#}3%). It is likely that their group merged into the Uyghur Qaghanate
during the rebellion of An Lushan.

Although the fortune of these two Uyghurs who were not related to the Uy-
ghur Qaghanate was quite different, both of them insisted on being related to the
Uyghur Qaghan in their epitaphs. This case demonstrates that the ethnic identity
among the Uyghurs in the various areas was formed with the Uyghur Qaghanate
as the central figure.



