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SUMMARY

A Study of Nagai Kafti's Bokutokidan:

Reading Logical Inconsistencies in Oe’s Bokutokidan

Basir ABRAR

This paper mainly focuses on the narrative complexities of Bokutokidan by
Nagai Kaft (1879-1959). This well-known novel, serialized in 1937, is narrated
in first person by Oe Tadasu, the main character. Oe mentions himself as the au-
thor of Bokutohkidan, which produces a multi-layered metafictional narration.

In the novel, Oe recalls his first meeting with Oyuki, and their eventual
parting. Oe initially meets Oyuki while wandering the Tamanoi area in Tokyo.
Their relationship soon becomes intimate; but in order to prevent possible mis-
understandings, Oe decides to hide his true identity as a famous author. One
night, Oyuki asks Oe to marry her. Oe, utilizes this proposal to further develop
the story in his ongoing novel, Shisso. However, he later emphasizes that Oyuki’
s request is simply a wish to change her life by relying on his wealth. He depicts
himself as wishing to confess his true identity to Oyuki and explaining to her
why he cannot accept her request. However, he fails to do so and gradually walks
away from Oyukis life.

Upon close examination, there seems to remain a distinct set of logical
flaws in O¢€’s narration. For instance, although Oe claims that Oyuki is in har-
mony with her environment, it coincidentally provides him justification for sev-
ering ties with Oyuki. Similarly, Oe persistently regards Oyuki as a member of a
collective group of sex industry workers instead of as an individual. This is ben-
eficial for him to articulate a logical framework — however flawed it may be —
upon which he could rationalize his ideological viewpoints.

This paper shows a new reading of Bokutokidani by analyzing the logical
flaws in O€’s narration. It argues that the unique role of Japan’s world of geisha
and other sex workers, or karyiikai, is crucial for Oe to be able to rationalize and
justify his ideological views on life, society, and justice by creating and utilizing a

specific narrative.



