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SUMMARY

The Portrayal of Ding Ruchang’s Surrender and Suicide by Japanese
Kanshi Poets during the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895:

With a Special Focus on Mori Kainan and Katsu Kaish

Thom Van Dam

Ding Ruchang’s dramatic suicide by opium ingestion upon his defeat at the
end of the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895 widely captured the Japanese public’s
imagination. Newspapers and magazines all scrambled to extoll the virtues of
this tragic hero, who, according to them, showed great virtue in surrendering to
his save his soldiers and by committing suicide to preserve his honor. During
the Meiji period there was still a significant community of practitioners of kan-
shi, as the genre of classical Chinese poetry is called in Japan. Led by several
professional poets, they rallied behind their country’s war effort and produced
a large number of war poems, portraying the battles of the war, praising their
heroes and condemning their enemies. The kanshi community also wrote a
great number of poems about Ding Ruchang after his suicide. These poems were
included in newspapers and wartime magazines, the most comprehensive of
them being gazine Nisshin Senso Jikki, or the “True Record of the Sino-Japanese
War?” This paper looks at the way Ding’s suicide is portrayed in these poems,
providing full translations of the two poems of prominent kanshi poet Mori Ka-
inan and naval expert and longtime war hero Katsu Kaishu, as well citing other
poems from the Nisshin Senso Jikki. This paper attempts to show that the kanshi
community has heartfelt sympathy for Ding Ruchang, because his surrender and
suicide remind them of the virtues extolled by ancient Chinese folk heroes such
as Yue Fei and Wen Tianxiang, in addition to the warm personal relations many
of them shared with Ding Ruchang in private capacity.



