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SUMMARY

A Comparative Study of Confessions of a Mask and Armance:

The Complication of Sexual Impotence and Homosexuality

Soojung PARK

Mishima Yukio (1945-1970) is known to frequently refer to foreign literary
works and materials from various languages when writing his novels. For exam-
ple, Confessions of a Mask (1949), which brought him a great reputation as an
author, made reference to the homosexuality discourse found in 19th-century
Western sexology. While many motifs are thought to be reflected in the image of
the gay protagonist “I,” this paper focuses on the influence of Armance (1827),
which was written by the French author Stendhal (1783-1842).

Confessions of a Mask is particularly interesting because the main character,
“I is gay and sexually impotent. Meanwhile Octave in Armance carries a fateful
secret, which, according to Stendhal, is impotence. Mishima mentioned sexual
impotence as a serious motif of Armance, so I infer that the theme of sexual im-
potence in Armance influenced Confessions of a Mask. Recent discussions have
produced the opinion that Octave’s secret is homosexuality and not impotence.
Referring to these preceding studies, I argue that impotence and homosexual-
ity are intertwined within the concept of Otherness. If we examine the similar
discourse on homosexuality and impotence in 19th-century Europe, where Ar-
mance was written, and in mid-20th-century Japan, where Confessions of a Mask
was published, we can understand the social and historical context of “I” and
Octave. Through this analysis, I will clarify why Mishima gave his gay character
the trait of impotence.

Keywords: Mishima Yukio, Stendhal, Sexual Impotence, Homosexuality, Sexology



