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SUMMARY

A Study of Illustrated Legends of
the Venerable Itinerant Priests (Yugyo Shonin engi-e)
Shojoko-ji Edition Otsu Version

Yasuko HoNDA

There were produced two pictorial biographies of the founders of the Ji-
sect: the Illustrated Biography of the Priest Ippen (Ippen Hijiri-e) and Illustrated
Legends of the Venerable Itinerant Priests (Yugyo shonin engi-e). lllustrated Leg-
ends of the Venerable Itinerant Priests (Yugyo shonin engi-e) is a set of ten hand-
scrolls depicting lives and activities of the two founders of the Ji-sect; Ippen
(1239-1289) and Taa (1237-1319), which were based on a text edited by priest
Soshun(birth and death unknown) . It depicts activities of Ippen, the founder of
the Ji-sect, from founding the sect to his death (1-4 volumes), and activities of
Ta’a, Ippen’s disciple and the second patriarch of the Ji-sect, from his journeys
in various provinces to the full establishment of the Ji-sect (5-10 volumes). It is
entirely different in style. Its form is very different from Illustrated Biography
of the Priest Ippen (Ippen Hijiri-e). The original set is lost, but there more than
twenty groups of painting scrolls related to this version.

Remarkably, these painting scrolls were praised by the Ji-sect order as the
principal and orthodox illustration of the biography of the founder. Because the
sect order in its early period had no scripture, therefore, this version served as
the only semblance of anything like a scripture, and it was transmitted widely
among the faithful. Its copies therefore had similar contents, thus unlike other
biographical scrolls, which often generated copies with varying contents.

This paper examines Illustrated Legends of the Venerable Itinerant Priests
(Yugyo Shonin engi-e) Shojoko-ji edition Otsu version, produced in the Edo
period. It was, one of the copies of The Old Engi of the shojoko-ji edition (burnt
in 1911) line that is the oldest original version of the scrolls. Comparing with
two similar manuscripts, the Komyo-ji edition and a copy by a Kano artist in the
collection of the Tokyo National Museum, this paper clarifies the background
of the copy making of the original version and its diffusion.



