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SUMMARY

Reception in Honour of Foreign Guest in the Early Meiji-Era with Noh:
The Value that the Meiji Government Found in Noh

Wataru SUGIMOTO

In the early Meiji era, Noh was shown to foreign guests of honour. From
the fall of Tokugawa-shogunate, which preserved Noh to around 1876 when
Iwakura and others started to preserve it, Noh was shown to foreign guests of
honour three times: to the prince of the United Kingdom in 1869, Russia in
1872, and Italy in 1873.

This paper focusses on these three cases in order to reveal how the Meiji
Government treated Noh. This analysis shows that, in the cases in 1869 and in
1872, the Meiji government treated Noh as exceptionally important. This is be-
cause the Meiji government regarded Noh as the only proper theatre for foreign
guests.

However, in the case of Italy’ s prince (in 1873), the treatment of Noh from
the Meiji government changed for the worse. The reason for this change was
that the Meiji government planned to show Kabuki to him. In 1972, the Russian
prince wanted to go to Kabuki, and the Meiji government put this tradition into
practice. Going to Kabuki was not at first included in the plan to provide him
with a feast. After first showing Kabuki to foreign guests, the Meiji government
treated Kabuki as a proper theatre for foreign guests. Consequently, Noh came
to be treated as something not only for foreign loyalties.



