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SUMMARY

To “Appreciate” Environmental Sound:

On the Issue of Framing

Haruhi BANDO

The word “soundscape” is a portmanteau of “sound” and “landscape” and
as a concept is generally understood as “landscape of sound” R. Murray Schafer,
who is a Canadian composer and worked as a music educator and environmen-
talist, advocated for the concept of soundscape. In other words, “landscape of
sound” refers to scenery that is recognized by the ear, which includes the inten-
tion of reconfirming the importance of “recognizing the landscape, not limited
to the visual sense” Therefore, when using the term “soundscape,” the beauty or
comfort of the sound itself does not matter but the significance of the sound-
scape concept is to determine its context and relationship with nature and every-
day environments and how we perceive environmental sound.

In this paper, based on the above-described soundscape concept, I treat the
problem of how to recognize environmental sound as a problem of appreciat-
ing soundscapes. When we appreciate a soundscape, we determine an aesthetic
focus on environmental sound, which is termed “framing” The purpose of this
study is to consider the framing of a soundscape from the perspective of envi-
ronmental aesthetics.

The first part of the text presents an overview of the development of aes-
thetic theory about the environment. In particular, I refer to Ronald Hepburn,
considered the founder of environmental aesthetics, to describe the difference
between the aesthetic experience of art and nature. The second part analyzes the
significance of discussing soundscapes in terms of environmental aesthetics; this
is explained by understanding the ecological ideas contained in the concept of a
soundscape. The third part defines the framing of a soundscape by referring to
Allen Carlson’s appreciation theory and clarifies that this theory responds to the

requirements of the soundscape concept.



