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SUMMARY

Mitsuko Arai (Mitsu Yashima) (1):
A Woman Artist Who Participated in the Proletarian Art Movement
in the Early Showa Period

Megumi KITAHARA

Mitsuko Arai is a woman artist who studied art at the Bunka Gakuin be-
fore the war and participated in the proletarian art movement. In 1933 she was
arrested for her activities under severe crackdowns on the proletarian cultur-
al movement, and in the spring of 1939 she fled to the United States with her
husband, Jun Iwamatsu. After moving to the US, Jun succeeded as a picture
book artist, and they identified themselves as Mitsu Yashima and Taro Yashima.
Determined to divorce in 1968, Arai began to participate in social movements
again, and ended her life in the US after a lifelong anti-war campaign.

However, Mitsuko Arai’s presence, hidden in the shadow of Taro Yashima
and his son Mako Iwamatsu (an actor), has received much attention neither in
proletarian art research nor in women’s history, and no one has done research
focusing on her in Japan. Recently, American researchers have begun to pay at-
tention to and reconsider the life of Mitsuko Arai, who has moved dynamically
through Japan and the United States and supported the Vietnam anti-war move-
ment and the community activities of Japanese Americans in San Francisco.

In this paper, I will clarify the details of her activities and art works, focus-
ing on the era when she participated in the proletarian art movement before
moving to the United States. What kind of activities did she do in the pioner
movement led by Arai which was an organization for children, and what did she
depict in the magazines and newspapers of the proletarian cultural movement
(“Working Women” and “Art Newspapers”)? Though these analyses, I point out
her deviation from the normative framework of proletarian art on her pictures
such as Throw The Foreman Up (Victory Toss). Mitsuko Arai’s engagement in the
proletarian art movement (1929-33) was short, but it was also the most import-
ant time for her life. By focusing on her activity, we will see new aspects, such as
gender inequality which also existed within the proletarian art movement.



