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SUMMARY

A Review of Studies on Gender Differences in Japanese Dialects

Chie TAKAGI

This paper reviews studies dealing with regional varieties and gender differ-
ences in Japanese. The belief is well known that Japanese has gender differences,
and so far there has been much discussion about this. Some researchers show
the negative results but others support the existence of gender differences in
Japanese. However, most of their research focus on the Standard Japanese but
not on regional linguistic varieties in Japan. In this study, we searched the papers
on the Japanese bibliographic database provided by the National Institute of
Japanese Language (NINJAL) in order to understand the research trend of the
relation between dialect and gender. The search for papers was done by several
combinations of multiple keywords such as “female and dialect”, “gender and re-
gion”, and so on. The results were analyzed both quantitatively and qualitatively.

As expected, the number of papers focusing on dialects and gender turned
out to be much smaller than those dealing with Standard Japanese and gender.
The reason may be that Japanese dialects have little or no gender differences, or
that there are no new findings beyond what was pointed out in previous studies
of Standard Japanese and gender. In fact, some papers reported that the dialects
they focused on had no specific forms marked gender difference, and others just
confirmed the previous findings. But the biggest problem is that most of these
studies did not make a distinction between gender norms/ gender stereotypes
and the actual utterances used by female and male. In order to fill the lack of
studies, it is required to describe the gender differences in the actual speech of
dialect speakers, not the ideological language differences between female and
male. Furthermore, the importance is to conduct research that pays attention to
the diversity among females/males since they are not a homogeneous group, but
a group with social heterogeneity.



