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SUMMARY

Research on the Nouns Used as Classifiers in Magazine Data
from the BCCW]J

Kana Tojo

This paper describes the results of a study of nouns used as classifiers based
on magazine data from the Balanced Corpus of Contemporary Written Japanese
(BCCW]J). Nouns that are used as classifiers are classified into two types: con-
tainer-type and non-container-type. The container type is used to measure vol-
ume, with reference to a noun as a container. The non-container-type consists of
two subgroups: quasi-classifiers and pseudo-classifiers. Quasi-classifiers are used
to count numbers by accumulating them; many denote abstract relations and
are used to supplement the numeral classifier system in Japanese. Pseudo-clas-
sifiers, on the other hand, are used temporarily with numerals in a sentence.
They tend to be composed of nouns for witch concreteness is high. Persons and
organizations are examples of pseudo-classifiers; they function as endophora.
Pseudo-classifiers are used only in NQC and N-no-QC type quantifiers. Both
quasi-classifiers and pseudo-classifiers are likely to be used as summative appos-
itive.

However, the examples used for analysis were extracted from a newspaper
corpus only. Therefore, in this study, I extracted examples of nouns used as clas-
sifiers from the BCCWJ and compared them with examples from newspapers.
The results showed that, as in previous surveys, quasi-classifiers were more
common in semantic fields for indicating ‘abstract relations’ and pseudo-clas-
sifiers were more common in semantic fields for indicating ‘subjects of human
activities. However, in terms of word types, foreign words accounted for a larger
percentage in this study than in newspapers. This is thought to be related to the
specialized nature of magazines. On the other hand, pseudo-classifiers in maga-
zine data, did not have many similarities with those in newspapers. In the survey
for each magazine genre, some nouns were used regardless of genre, while oth-

ers reflected the specialized nature of a magazine.



