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SUMMARY

How a Taiwanese Student Who Majors in Japanese Learns

and Uses Japanese

Pei-fang HsTEH

This paper aims to answer two questions: how a Taiwanese student who
majors in Japanese learns and uses Japanese, and how the student views herself
as a Japanese user. These two research questions come from my observations
that many Taiwanese in Japan who are considered as ‘successful Japanese speak-
ers’ do not view themselves as such. Some of them even view themselves as ‘failed
Japanese speakers. Therefore, this research aims to better understand these lean-
ers: how they look back at their Japanese learning experiences, how they define
their Japanese fluency now, and how they intend to improve it in the future. I
conducted in-depth interviews with three Taiwanese who are Japanese learners
and analyzed the reasons for their successes and struggles. This paper focuses on
one specific interviewee, and reveals the goals, expectations, challenges, strug-
gles, and the level of self-confidence she and other learners have.



